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| don’t need your war machines 
I don’t need your ghetto scenes 


Colored lights can hypnotize 


Sparkle someone else’s eyes 


American Woman, stay away from me 


Some things you mi ght not 
know about September 11 
According to the United Nations Food and Agriculture 


Organization (FAO), about 35,615 children died 
from conditions of starvation on September 11, 2001 


Relevant Statistics 
* Victims: 35,615 children (source: FAO) 


* Where: poor countries 

$ Special TV programs: none 
S Newspaper articles: none 

x Messages from the American president: none 
% Solidarity acts: none 

* Minutes of silence: none 

3 Fund-raising events: none 
k Organized forums: none 

* Pope messages: none 

* Alert level: zero 

7 Military mobilization: none 


On November 11th, remember... 
then act for peace. 


THE ART OF WAR 
“Have a Nice Day” 


PASS THE BUCKS, PLEASE 
The wealthiest three Americans - Bill Gates, Warren 


Buffet and John Walton (and family) have combined assets worth 
$94 billion American dollars. The bottom 50 million Americans 


have combined assets of just over $90 billion.” 
-James Laxer, The Undeclared War. 


BRIARPATCH BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
_ We’d like to thank the board members who decided not to 


stand for re-election this year for their ideas, time and guidance 
in the past months and years. We hope to see Ormond McKague, 


Michelle Beveridge, Marie Symes-Grehan, Bill Anderson and 
Norma Greene return to the fold in the future. We welcome “Man’s perversion of technology has brought us to the brink of 


Peter Garden, Edith Mountjoy and our continuing members to self-destruction. Corruption reigns and we’re the umbrellas.” 
our orem for 2002 ; ; ! -Mendelson Joe 
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Dear Briarpatch, 

A friend gave me a copy of 
Briarpatch which I took with some 
trepidation. ‘Oh no, another overly 
sincere, hand-wringing poorly writ- 
ten PC rag’, I thought. Thirty min- 
utes later I pulled my nose out and 
thought, ‘Gee, it’s too short!’ 

I’m passing that copy on and 
the cheque’s in the mail! Thanks 
for being an important voice and for 
printing people who can’t get into 
print in other places. 

Chris Ford 
Cyberspace 


Dear Briarpatch, 
Paul Watson’s death 


_ Loretta Gerlach has 


es -~ Lawrie Hergott haunted me since it occurred this 
DE Don Howden summer. The headline was short: 
Keth Jeworski two die in Jane & Finch shooting. 
Tn d It wasn’t a national story, but re- 

= Darin Milo stricted to the Toronto area. 
Edith Mountjoy For those of you that do not 
: ‘Lynda Walker know, Jane & Finch is an intersec- 
ok tion in Toronto that marks an area 
E ane ; of social housing. The area has 
2 CONTRIBUTORS many poor and recent Canadians. 
Ed Cashman Most are black and many came from 
John Conway the Caribbean. The poor in this area 
Tim Dolighan are typical of those in other social 


_ Sue Finch housing communities: they are 
Flores-Parra good citizens but live in an area of 
lavin decaying infrastructure, which has 


long been neglected by politicians. 

The area needs more parks and 
better schools, but in fact its needs 
go beyond these and are many. It is 
a noisy concrete jungle. Yet good 
people populate it. 

Paul Watson was one of them. 
He was in his early thirties when he 
was shot. His death came on an 
evening that he had been involved 
in one of his passions - coaching 
kids sports. He was a man loved by 
young and old in his community. 
He was researching the roots of vio- 
lence in Jamaica and in his commu- 
_ nity and his dream was to do a docu- 


mentary film on the subject. 

At the time of his death, fed- 
eral and Toronto area politicians 
were talking about building an ar- 
chitectural wonder on the waterfront 
and dedicating it for use as a United 
Nation Centre for World Youth. The 
name suggested for the centre was 
the Pierre Trudeau World Youth 
Centre. Typically, we can fund a 
monument but not needed recrea- 
tional facilities in our social hous- 
ing areas. Better the money is spent 
in Jane & Finch or other poor com- 
munities in Canada for the use of 
kids. And ifa centre is actually built 
in Jane & Finch, better that it be 
named after Paul Watson. 

Watson is one of those anony- 
mous individuals that do positive 
things within a community. We 
need more like him. He should not 
soon be forgotten. 

One final word - it is my hope 
that his quest to understand the roots 
of violence will be taken up. If no 
one else does, I intend to do so. 

Rick Palmer 
Toronto, ON 


Dear Briarpatch, 

The September edition of your 
publication carried an opinion piece 
by Dan Parrott about automobiles 
and the deaths and injuries they 
cause. In the piece, Mr. Parrott 
writes about SGI’s automobile in- 
jury insurance plan, often referred 
to as “no-fault” insurance. Mr. 
Parrott does not appear to be famil- 
iar with how SGI’s plan actually 
works, and his article includes sev- 
eral pieces of incorrect information. 

Far from being a plan set up to 
benefit big business, as Mr. Parrott 
seems to conclude, SGI’s Personal 
Injury Protection Plan was designed 
to provide better assistance to all 
Saskatchewan people injured in 
auto crashes. It is true thata goal of 
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the program is to provide that as- 
sistance at a lower cost than the sys- 
tem it replaced, but that goal was 
put in place to keep costs of auto 
insurance down for Saskatchewan 
residents. 

To give an idea of the differ- 
ences between the current injury 
plan and the one it replaced, here is 
a comparison of some benefits 
available under each system: 


responsible party for pain and suf- 
fering. Those in single-vehicle 
crashes, such as rollovers, often had 
no one to sue. If they were injured 
in a collision with wildlife, they had 
no one to sue. Drivers at fault for 
crashes also could not sue. In all 
these cases, under the old system, 
those injured received only the very 
low level of benefits listed on the 
right side of the chart above. The 


side of the chart above, which are 
much greater than the “no-fault” 
benefits available to everyone un- 
der the old system. To cover the cost 
of those enhanced benefits, the abil- 
ity to sue for pain and suffering has 
been removed from Saskatchewan’s 
auto injury insurance plan. But the 
plan is designed to cover most costs 
most people would incur if injured 
in an auto crash. And they get the 


2001 Injury Insurance 1994 Injury Insurance 


- Medical and rehabilitation costs: up 
to $554,286 

- Home care: up to $610/week 

- Child care: up to $443/week 


- $10,000 maximum 


- $200/week maximum for 
totally or permanently disabled 

- $150/week maximum, up to two 
years, for homemakers 

- $75/week maximum for those who do 
not qualify for the above, if confined to 
bed, hospital or wheelchair 


those 


- Replacement for lost wages: up to 
$56,855/year 

- Provisions for part-time, students, 
seniors, homemakers, unemployed 


- Up to $138,571 paid to those with 
permanent injuries 


- $10,000 maximum for permanent 
injuries 


- Death benefits paid to spouse at 50% 
of income replacement benefit; 5% of 
income replacement benefit also paid 
to each dependent child 

- $11,085 paid to estate of a deceased 
person with no spouse or dependents 

- Education and training allowance 
available for spouses 

- Funeral allowance paid 


- Indexed to Consumer Price Index 


Under the current system, a person 
injured in an auto crash in Saskatch- 
ewan cannot sue the party respon- 
sible for the crash for pain and suf- 
fering. Under the previous system 
they could. It is important to remem- 
ber, however, that under the old sys- 
tem not everyone was able to sue a 


- $10,000 to spouse or primary 
dependant plus $1,500 per dependent 
child 

- $2,500 paid to estate of a deceased 
person with no spouse or dependants 


philosophy behind the new system 
is to ensure that all those injured in 
auto crashes are given the help they 
need to recover as fully as possible 
from their injuries, while ensuring 
their financial situation is disrupted 
as little as possible. This is reflected 
in the benefit amounts on the left 


benefits right away - they don’t 
have to wait for what can be a 
very lengthy legal process. 

I believe that it is also worth 
mentioning that the Personal In- 
jury Protection Plan has had, and 
continues to have, the support of 
the Saskatchewan Federation of 
Labour who represents approxi- 
mately 85,000 Union members in 
the province. 

Ona separate point, Mr. Parrott 
argues that the number of deaths 
from auto crashes have not 
changed much over the years. In 
fact, there are fewer traffic fatali- 
ties today than there were during 
the 1970s and 1980s. The worst 
year for traffic fatalities in Sas- 
katchewan was 1974, when 306 
people died in crashes. The 
number of fatalities dropped be- 
low 200 in 1989, the first time 
they had done so since 1962. 
They have stayed below 200 
every year since. There were 151 
traffic deaths in Saskatchewan in 
2000. Of course, there are more 
cars on the road today than there 
were in 1974, so we are clearly 


making strides in traffic safety. 
However, Mr. Parrott and I do agree 
on one point - we need to continue 
to make our roads safer. 


Nick Kapell 


President, Office & Professional 


Employees Union - Local 397 
Representing 
the Employees at SGI 
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Words 


f give you my word, the pen (word) is mightier than the 
sword, word games, cutting words, loaded words... 
There is no doubt that words can be used as very pow- 
erful tools or weapons and right now we are caught up in a 


war of words. A very manipulative war. 
I’ve made an observation recently while listening to 


and reading the words of allies in the struggle for social, pr 


justice as they approach the subject of capitalism from any 
critical angle. I have noticed that almost without exception 
everyone has started out by expressing their sympathy with, 


sve 


our grieving neighbours to the south. There’s nothing wrong 
with this, of course. But as Dubya might point out, there i 


INTRODUCTION 


Those who speak out are quickly labeled and discred- 
ited in some way. A pro-Palestinian students’ organiza- 
tion is accused of having links with the terrorists. We hear 
wamings from the mainstream media (surprise) that we 
shouldn’t believe in ation from independent sources 
on the internet. zer Thobani, past president of 
the National ows abd i tfee, Status: s Women, ex- 
Siitan fó forgight icy at a meet- 
He Janel | Weragthastised for 
not wal cing out or Ee a inont of the women 
_in the audience - wholhad respondeg ito professor Thobani 


should be no need to mention it - it goes without saying = how about ‘ raving: Junai 19 No, a bit harsh - ie use 


‘cause we’re family. After awhile the predictable intro- 
duction started to seem to me like a giant collective apọl- 
ogy for having the insensitivity to seek answers or propose 
the truth. Something is making us very self-conscious and 
very cautious. Following the “apology,” folks then care- 
fully choose their words to prevent offending... who? 

Yes, the polls tell us that we, as individuals, are al- 

most alone in our perceptions, attitudes and desires. Ra- 
tionally we know it isn’t true: we know that a carefully 
worded opinion poll can be used to “prove” just about any- 
thing. But it would appear that we have internalized the 
message they keep chanting. Are we not immune to ma- 
nipulation from the words of the media even when we think 
we are exercising “intellectual self-defense,” as Noam 
Chomsky calls it? 

Or is it the witch hunt we fear? When I read Witch 
Hammer by Vaclav Kaplicky, I was mortified by his de- 
scription of the powerlessness of anyone wanting to come 
to the defence of an accused 
person. This historical novel, 
based on court transcripts and 
other records archived in 
Czechoslovakia, shows “how 
easily opportunists can use ide- 
ology to twist fear and the drive 
for self-preservation to their 
own ends.” Now I’m mortified 
that what is unfolding here re- 
minds me of this book. 

When George Dubya Bush makes a statement about 
countries being either “with us or against us,” those are 
loaded words. Those are threatening words. Those are 
witch-hunt words. Is it safe for us to approach the gun- 
slinging inquisition to demand neutrality? After clear-cut- 
ting our sense of security he draws a line in the now-shift- 
ing sand and tries to push their border out to surround us 
within their “security perimeter” while harmonizing what 
couldn’t be harmonized before. 


Today’s new word 
starts with the letter “J” 


jingoism\jin-go-iz-em\ n : extreme 
chauvinism or nationalism marked esp. 
by a belligerent foreign policy 


iSt; aword programmed to 1 to. cast.the net. Wider. i 
Bü seriously” this ¢ diser ssion ion probably vin t a eeplace 


because quashing. Ppositia is just a natural part, Nr the 
program - like dpiting; the whut we're 
bombarded with the opinions of% xperts. i 

We heard about the violent moYiestthat ar aren’t being 
released;but not very, Auch about thedecision not.to re- 
‘Tease: ‘Michael Moore's. ibook. When he$was stranded in 
L.A. “at ere to regelve an Emmy) and deci ed to drive home 
to NewYork, his “tri diary” that he posted on the internet 
related that a lot ogforeishtnedia was trying to track him 
down for interviews but there were no requests from the 
American media. 

There are other things we aren’t hearing. There is vir- 
tually no coverage of anti-war demonstrations within the 
current American borders nor coverage of the appeals from 
New Yorkers to not retaliate with the violence they have 
just witnessed. Anti-war and pro-peace songs have been 
removed from the play-list of 
the major radio stations down 
there. Come to think of it, I 
haven’t heard American 
Woman or Give Peace a 
Chance on my radio lately. 

We are in a war of words 
right now. Our casualties are 
piling up as our leaders are 
scared into silence, or they 
back away from anti-greed ac- 
tions on Bay Street or anti- WTO actions across the coun- 
try. We have to hear each other to remind ourselves that 
we are not alone in our impressions about what is going 
on. I hope you enjoy the articles is this issue and then pass 
your copy on to someone else who needs reassurance and 
encouragement to speak out... before we’re stampeded into 
some Texan’s big corral and offered a stake. 


Debra Brin is the editor of Briarpatch. 
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THe SEPTEMBER ELEVENTH 


Peace COALITION 
ts LAUNCHED 


[a high-profile national peace, labour, students, 
religious, women, environmental, cultural and com- 
munity groups formed a national coalition to oppose 
Canada’s participation in military retaliation and to speak 
out against racist attacks resulting from the September | 1th 
terrorists attacks on the United States. The September Elev- 
enth Peace Coalition includes large diverse groups such as 
the Canadian Labour Congress, End the Arms Race, The 
Council of Canadians, Canadian Union of Public Employ- 
ees (CUPE), Science for Peace, The Canadian Peace Alli- 
ance, The Canadian Federation of Students, Canadian Un- 
ion of Postal Workers (CUPW), and many others. 


SEPTEMBER ELEVENTH 


Ww: are the September 11 Peace Coalition, formed 
in the aftermath of the terrible terrorist attacks 
on the United States. We are building a coalition of 
peace, faith, women’s, labour, community, environ- 
mental, student, youth and cultural groups from 
across Canada. 

We feel great sympathy for the victims of the 
terrorist attacks, their families and their communi- 
ties. We grieve deeply the loss of human life. 

We have come together to plead for a resolution 
of the present chaos and horror through the frame- 
work of law and the equality of people and not the 
framework of war and racism. We oppose war as 
immoral and counter-productive. We work for peace 
and global social justice. 

We do not believe that military retaliation will 
offer justice to those who perished and we fear it 
may perpetuate a cycle of violence that began long 
before September 11th and must not be allowed to 
go on indefinitely. 

We utterly abhor the acts of terror of September 
llth. The perpetrators must be brought to justice 
through the rules of national and international law. 


“Military retaliation will only cause more grief and 
suffering for innocent people around the world. We be- 
lieve Canada can lead the way to build a more just and 
democratic world that helps create stronger international 
security for all of us,” said Peter Coombes, National Or- 
ganizer for End the Arms Race. 

The September Eleventh Peace Coalition will be or- 
ganizing a cross-Canada campaign to oppose military re- 
taliation. Coalition members said that there are many Ca- 
nadians across the country who want to do whatever they 
can to oppose Canada’s involvement in war and to pro- 
mote peace. 


Peace COALITION 


We likewise abhor indiscriminate military as- 
saults that inflict injuries and cause suffering, death, 
and the displacement of people. We call on the Gov- 
ernment of Canada to say an unambiguous No to the 
bombing or invasion of any country. 

We are deeply concerned about the racism that 
has become more prevalent in Canada in the after- 
math of September 11th. We call for the prosecution 
of those who engage in racist attacks and a halt to all 
racist rhetoric. 

There are many steps that can and should be 
taken to help curtail further terror and insecurity, in- 
cluding the strengthening of the rule of international 
law, reducing disparities between the rich and the 
poor and men and women, building democracy, re- 
placing the global war economy and ending the arms 
trade. 

We mourn for the global victims of terror and 
ask for wisdom, compassion and tolerance to pre- 
vail. Our planet is fragile. It cannot indefinitely sur- 
vive the abuses of war and poverty. It is time for 
people to stand together to restore our humanity and 
protect our planet and all its peoples. 
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The Quest for Truth - Even if it's Awful 


Excerpts from the five-day journal Mike 
kept when he rented a car to return to New 


by Michael Moore 


York when the planes stopped flying on 


September 9*. 


back home to our daughter and our friends in New 
York City. Oddly enough, I have never driven across 
this vast country. 

The sorrow and anger builds across America. Talk 
radio tonight was filled with calls for carpet-bombing every 
Arab country. Many want revenge, blood. Buta surprising 
number of people have called for us to not add to the kill- 
ing of more innocent humans. 

President Bush - back in May you gave the Taliban 
in Afghanistan $43 million dollars of our tax money. No 
free nation on earth would give them a cent, but you gave 
them a gift of $43 million be- 
cause they said they had 
“banned all drugs.” Because 
your drug war was more im- 
portant than the actual war the 
Taliban had inflicted on its 
own people, you helped to 
fund the regime who had 
given refuge to the very man 
you now say is responsible for 
killing my friend on that plane 

and for killing the friends of 
families of thousands and 
thousands of people. How 
dare you talk about more kill- 
ing now! Shame! Shame! 
Shame! Explain your actions 
in support of the Taliban! Tell 
us why your father and his 
partner Mr. Reagan trained 
Mr. bin Laden in how to be a 
terrorist! Am I angry? You bet I am. I am an American 
citizen, and my leaders have taken my money to fund mass 
murder. And now my friends have paid the price with their 
lives. 
I continue to be amazed at the large number of people 
- both on the radio and those we run into - who are com- 
pletely opposed to some half-cocked military response to 


T am on the road, the only way to get out of L.A. and 


what has happened. No matter what the media tells you or 
shows you, I am convinced there is a majority of Ameri- 
cans who, though they want justice and want to be pro- 
tected from further attacks, do not want George W. Bush 
to start sounding like Dr. Strangelove. 

This past week began with one of the most powerful 
pieces on 60 Minutes in a long time. They laid it all out: 
How the United States — and specifically Henry Kissinger 
— plotted to overthrow the democratically-elected presi- 
dent of Chile in the early 1970s. The plot succeeded, Presi- 
dent Allende was assassinated, and thousands of other Chil- 
eans were brutally tortured and murdered. Today, many 
within the new government of 
Chile would like to put 
Kissinger on trial for these 
acts of terrorism. Do you 
think the United States will 
give him up? Well, that story 
was forgotten, 48 hours later, 
as quickly as it had been for- 
gotten 30 years ago. 

No one wants to talk 
about politics right now - ex- 
cept our installed leaders in 
Washington. Trust me, they 
are talking politics night and 
day, and those discussions in- 
volve sending our kids off to 
fight some invisible enemy 
and to indiscriminately bomb 
Afghans or whoever they 
think will make us Americans 
feel good. 

I feel I have a responsibility as one of those Ameri- 
cans who doesn’t feel good right now to speak out and say 
what needs to be said: That we, the United States of 
America, are culpable in committing so many acts of ter- 
ror and bloodshed that we had better get a clue about the 
culture of violence in which we have been active partici- 
pants. I know it’s a hard thing to hear right now, but if I 
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and others don’t say it, I fear we will soon be 
in a war that will do NOTHING to protect us 
from the next terrorist attack. 

I have received more emails this week 
than ever before - about 1000 every four hours. 
Ninety percent of them are from people who 
also refuse to be drawn into some form of 
senseless bloodletting, and who agree that we 
need to find the right way to bring those to 
justice who committed these acts. 

We pass over the Continental Divide and 
Rush Limbaugh babbles on about whom we 
must bomb. He signs off, and I am sure he is 
on his way down to the nearest recruiting sta- 
tion to sign up - for surely he would not ex- 
pect your son or daughter to risk their lives 
for freedom while he just sits back and en- 
joys his new half-billion dollar contract. 

Three days ago, I learned from someone 
at ABC News that ABC had videotape - an 
angle of the second plane crashing into the 
tower - that showed an F-16 fighter jet trail- 
ing the plane at a distance. I didn’t share this 
as I had not personally witnessed that tape 
myself and did not want to contribute to all 
the unsubstantiated rumors. It just came across 
on the TV that the government admitted they 
did dispatch fighter jets when they knew the 
planes were off course. Is it becoming more 
clear now that the plane that went down in 
Pennsylvania was shot down to prevent it from 
attacking its destination? 

The truth is harrowing, unbearable - but 
it must be told to us. A free people cannot 
make an informed decision if they are kept in 
the dark. Let’s hear ALL the truth NOW. 

As I write this late Sunday night, the cap- 
tains of Capitalism are declaring that the stock 
exchange will re-open on Monday, even if 
they don’t have running water and phones, 
just to show its enemies that NOTHING can 
stop the forward accumulation of wealth. 

The vast majority of the dead are those who laboured 
to bring them that wealth, and it dishonours them and their 
families to so callously crank up the greed machine within 
days of this tragedy. Their bodies - thousands of them - are 
still buried under the rubble down the street, but, hey, why 
wait to give them a proper burial - let’s get busy making 
some money! I can only hope that the stench from the rot- 
ting corpses of their former employees will haunt them for 
the rest of the day and remain in their consciences for the 
days to come... 

Someone needs to get in charge and propose some 
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real solutions to bringing the perpetrators to justice and pre- 
venting this - as best as possible - from happening again. 
Instead, what we have is Bush speaking like a wind-up doll, 
mouthing a bunch of nonsense clichés, repeating them over 
and over and over. 

Bush keeps calling what we are in “a war.” Has anyone 
told him that the more he keeps using this word, the more 
HE puts US in jeopardy? A “war” implies that two sides are 
participating in an action to kill as 
many of the other side as possible. 
Bush and the pundits use the word 
like it’s a one-sided deal, like we’re 
going to be the only ones doing the 
bombing. War means we bomb 
them, then they bomb us. That’s 
what war is, you idiots. We strafe 
Afghanistan, then the terrorists 
drop a canister of chemical weap- 
ons in the New York subway. We 
send in a group of commandos and 
wipe out a camp of Muslims, they 
take out the Sears Tower. 

All of you who are screaming 
for war: are you prepared to pay the 
price, to take thousands of more 
casualties? Because, my big, ma- 
cho-talking friends, THAT is what 
this kind of war would be like. 
America is a complex and open so- 
ciety with a massive and intricate 
infrastructure that is fragile and 
vulnerable and susceptible to easy 
attack and disruption. IT CAN BE 
BROUGHT DOWN WITH A 
BOX CUTTER. Let me repeat that: IT CAN BE BROUGHT 

DOWN - IT CAN BE BROUGHT TO A TOTAL STAND- 
STILL - BY A BOX CUTTER! 

Nearly a week with no stock market, no commercial 
television, no professional sports, three days with no planes 
in the air (for the first time since 1911), no airports open, the 
country essentially shut down. A week later and the phone 
lines still don’t all work. A box cutter, folks! Do not be mis- 
led into thinking he with the biggest missile is going to win 
this “war.” 

We will never be able to protect all of us from this kind 
of terrorism. Back and forth, more buildings bombed, more 
planes downed, more innocent American lives lost. When 
does this end? After we have killed every terrorist? When 
exactly is THAT scheduled to happen? Or is it just when we 
kill Osama bin Laden, then we win the war? Are you seri- 
ous? 

Bush now says this is “a war against the evil people in 
the world.” Oh, really? THAT war! Yeah, we should be able 
to defeat “evil,” oh, sometime in the next millennium or two. 
Get a grip. “War” is not going to get the justice we demand 
or make us more safe. You know it and I know it. There is a 


Paul Simon (of Simon and Garfunkle): 
“Bridge over Troubled Waters” is one 
of the songs currently banned from 
American airwaves. 


different way to go, and I will lay it out in a later letter, but to 
simplify it for now and put it in a nutshell, it goes like this: 

One billion people on this planet have no clean drink- 
ing water. Two billion have no electricity. Three billion have 
never made a phone call from their home. We have the money 
and the people-power to alter ALL of this. We also have the 
moral imperative to stop supporting repressive regimes and 
corporations who exploit these people. When we decide to 
help improve these billions of people’s 
lives, we will pull the rug out from 
under the terrorists who need those 
they send to their deaths to be poor 
and exploited and angry at us. The 
multi-millionaire bin Laden isn’t go- 
ing to give up HIS life! 

When all the people in the Mid- 
dle East have food on the table, a de- 
cent home, a good job, and democratic 
control over their own lives, who 
among them is going to be convinced 
to sacrifice his life by crashing him- 
self into a tall office building? Sure, 
there will always be those who go in- 
sane and kill without reason. The Brit- 
ish saw that ina Dunblane schoolyard, 
we saw it in Oklahoma City. There 
will always be religious fanatics will- 
ing to kill and be killed because they 
believe God has so ordered them. Ask 
the families of the assassinated wom- 
en’s clinics’ doctors in Buffalo and 
Florida about those willing to com- 
mit evil in the name of religion in 
America. 

There IS a way to protect us from further attack, to lift 
the rest of the world out of its misery, but it requires some 
smarts and some guts, two things in short supply in Wash- 
ington these days. 

They are delaying the release of my book due to the 
events of the past week. No doubt, this book is going to ruf- 
fle some feathers, and in light of the attack in New York, the 
book suddenly gave everyone connected to it (including me) 
the heebie-jeebies. What a feeling to have in a free country! 
In a way, though, I was relieved with their decision - I have 
absolutely ZERO interest in going out on a book tour this 
week. Even though I have much I would like to say - opin- 
ions and thoughts that are NOT being heard in the media 
right now - I just can’t go out there and have my name at- 
tached to something that is “on sale.” I am very proud of this 
book, and I hoped it would stimulate a lot of discussion on 
various topics. I don’t know now when it will come out - 
maybe next month, maybe next year. In the meantime, I will 
continue to communicate on the Web and speak to any me- 
dia outlet that will listen to - and report uncensored - what I 
have to say about the tragic situation in which we are now 


immersed. 
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I can’t believe all the incredible letters you are sending 
me - over 41,000 letters in the last week. It is clear I am not 
alone in my sadness over this tragedy or in the anger I have 
for what is being proposed by our leaders. I will print these 
letters and let our elected officials see what the REST of 
America is thinking about the idea of war. 

I received an e-mail from a radio station manager in 
Michigan. He passed on to me a confidential memo from 
the radio conglomerate that owns his station: Clear Chan- 
nel, the company that has bought up 1,200 stations alto- 
gether - 247 of them in the nation’s 250 largest radio mar- 
kets - and that not only dominates the Top 40 format, but 
controls 60 percent of all rock-radio listening. The com- 
pany has ordered its stations not to play a list of 150 songs 
during this “national emergency.” The list, incredibly, in- 
cludes “Bridge Over Troubled Water,” “Peace Train,” and 
John Lennon’s “Imagine.” Rah-rah war songs, though, are 
OK. 

And then there was this troubling instruction: “No songs 
by Rage Against the Machine should be aired.” The entire 
works of a band are banned? Is this the freedom we fight 
for? Or does this sound like one of those repressive dicta- 
torships we are told is our new enemy? 

A college DJ defied instruction and played, “Hey, War 
Pig,” by Katrina and the Waves, and he dedicated it to “all 
the war mongers out there.” Yes, there is hope, the kids are 


How are they 
treating you 
at work 
these days? 


Maybe a union would 
help. 


We represent 17,000 workers in 
many kinds of workplaces. We 
might be the union for you. 
Call 
522.8571 in Regina 
1.800.667.5221 outside the city. 


SGEU i 


Working Together For Saskatchewan 


all right. 

My phone rings off the... whatever phones ring off of 
these days. Calls from the BBC, CBC, Canal+, ABC (Aus- 
tralia), Swedish TV, Dutch TV - all want me to appear live 
on their national prime-time newscasts. Not a single Ameri- 
can network has called. Frankly, I don’t want to be on 
anybody’s TV show no matter where they are from, but I 
cannot help but feel this sinking feeling in my gut that the 
rest of the world wants to hear what I have to say, yet in my 
own country, I am to have no voice in the media (other than 
through these letters on the Web). This is MY country. I 
love MY country. Every channel and it’s the same damn 
repetitive drumbeat WAR WAR WAR WAR WAR... 

And yet, I have just driven 2,944 miles. I have heard 
the voices of the scores of fellow Americans I met, the av- 
erage Joes and Janes, who are NOT screaming WAR WAR 
WAR! Why can’t their voices be heard? Where is Noam 
Chomsky, or Howard Zinn, or the editors of “The Nation” 
or “Tikkun” or “The Progressive” or the thousands of col- 
lege kids who protested at noon on Thursday on 148 Ameri- 
can campuses? Don’t they count? Is this still the America 
we believe in, the one we are being asked to defend? 


Michael Moore is host of The Awful Truth and starred in 
The Big One. To read these letters “uncensored” check out 
his website at www.michaelm 
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Militarism is more than guns, land mines 
or nuclear weapons. Although we must 
resist the development, use and spread of 
weapons that kill mainly helpless civilians 
and destroy civil society, we must under- 
stand and resist the ideology of militarism 

in its every aspect. 


MILITARISM 
IS MORE 
THAN GUNS 


by Theresa Wolfwood 


ilitarism is a global ideology: the abuse of power 
M that has spread around the world. Militarism 

means that the powerful believe they are always 
right in using force of any kind - including economic, so- 
cial and military - to justify and perpetuate their power 
base. The Pentagon stated in a policy document that its 
role is to defend the U.S.A.’s economic superiority. 

We are made to believe that there is no other way to 
solve problems, whether they are international or personal, 
except by force. Our society relies on military structures to 
convince both military and civilian populations that obe- 
dience and loyalty to the power elite is necessary to main- 
tain the concept of the nation state. When there is a threat 
to the wealth of the state and its rich elite, only military 
strength, so we are educated to believe, can resolve dis- 
putes and protect us while it kills, oppresses and destroys 
the perceived threat. The concept of civil society being the 
best forum for discussion and negotiation is rarely consid- 
ered and is often treated as weakness or treason. 

The ideology of militarism is reflected by community 
and family life. In much of human society women, chil- 
dren, the elderly, minority groups and the weak are vic- 
tims of state approved (or ignored) violence. Cities and 
villages have become conflict zones as the poor, disen- 
franchised and dissenters are attacked by police and other 
military forces, be they children in the streets of Guate- 

mala City, campesinos in Chiapas, native Canadians or 
global trade resisters in Quebec . 

The rigid hierarchy of the militarized elite enforces 
this ideology through education and the media which glo- 
rify violence. They allow no opportunity or space for build- 
ing different egalitarian forms of society. Militarism spreads 
the standardized hegemony of the dominant culture around 
the world, oppressing and eliminating the diversity of 
smaller and less powerful societies. Our social values are 
saturated with the rights of the powerful, including the right- 
eousness of “the bottom line.” 

Our lives are filled with the culture of consumerism 
and the glorification of violence. Our task is to overcome 
the brutal injustice and appalling inequality that the ide- 

ologies of death have wrought. We will have to reject, un- 


plug, turn off the corporate media of advertising, manipu- 
lated news, violent and mindless entertainment. This is how 
they obliterate creativity, memory and discernment. 

We need to be creative about our response to media 
manipulation. Not only what we see and read, but why 
some stories and not others. We should question and doubt 
everything we are fed. The images of September 11th will 
stay with us, not only because the events were so terrible, 
but because 80 percent of the world’s media repeated and 
repeated the images of the events. But I want to tell you 
about some images that are burned into my brain. 

In Baghdad this year, I stood in a children’s hospital 
ward, filled with still, silent little bodies, grasping for life. 
The doctor said to me wearily, “They will all die.” Indeed 
5000 of them die every month. 

I just received a photo from my friend, Wanjiku 
Kironyo in Kenya. She runs a refuge for women and chil- 
dren in need. The photo shows two forlorn children, AIDS 
orphans, abandoned on the doorstep of her already bulg- 
ing building. Thousands of children die in Africa every- 
day - from the diseases of poverty. 

I ask - why aren’t those images beamed around the 
world? We need to create and strengthen our own means 
of communication, with each other and the world. 

The environment, our physical world, is increasingly 
controlled by a government and corporate elite that treats 
nature as a treasure chest to plunder and to use as a toxic 
waste dump. The militarist ideology of force, violence and 
secret scientific development becomes dominant every- 
where. We see new developments in biotechnology, tight 
corporate control of global food supplies, the ripoff of natu- 
ral resources, the spread of genetically engineered organ- 
isms with no regard for their effects on ecosystems, and 
new forms of warfare based on biotechnology, often de- 
veloped by the same companies that are trying to own our 
food production. 

The ultimate hierarchical structures of militarism are 
the military and trade agreements and treaties that nations 
sign to consolidate worldwide the power of big govern- 
ments and big corporations. The new social movements in 
opposition have their origins in the work of peasants re- 


10 


BRIARDATCH NOVEMBER 2001 


sisting the take-over of agriculture and land by global cor- 
porations backed up by military and paramilitary force. 
These peasants understood the threatened loss of food and 
community security and were prepared to organize, work, 
risk danger and continue for the sake of self-sufficiency, 
biodiversity and human dignity. 

Resistance to militarism is more than controlling the 
spread of new weapon systems or protesting war. Resist- 
ance is more than building and working in elite, hierarchi- 
cal structures that mirror military structures and the inher- 
ent ideology of “might is right.” Resistance is not verbal 
aggression and competition between social movements and 
their supporters. 

Resistance is a committed, active creativity grounded 
in the experiences, knowledge and wisdom of many di- 
verse groups. It is dedicated communication and commu- 
nity-based work towards a vision of peaceful and just, so- 
cial change. 

Peaceful resistance to the evils of any kind of terror- 
ism, by states, groups or individuals, is all that will save 


We must be the change 


we want to see in the world 


the world. We have a big task to challenge these death 
ideologies - but we have a big movement. We will expose 
the lie that there are good and bad kinds of violence and 
that we must choose between them. 

Resistance is more than protest. Resistance is a lo- 
cally rooted, globally connected life time project that seeks 
and speaks the truth about evil and violence. Resistance 
unites diverse people in the work for peace and justice. 
Resistance makes the connections between military oppres- 
sion, the rule of elites, the oppression of the poor and dis- 
possessed, the consolidation of power in international alli- 
ances like NATO, WTO, FTAA and the destruction of our 
planet’s biodiversity. 

A collective and united resistance liberates us from 
our fears. We are not trapped between the terror of a great 
power and the terror of rage against that power. Resistance 
nourishes us and gives us a place and a purpose in life. We 
create that country by walking there together, smoothing 
the roads for those who come after us. The resistance move- 
ment can become a microcosm of the world we build to- 
gether. As Gandhi said, “We must be the change we want 
to see in the world.” 


Theresa Wolfwood was an organizer of the recent Resist- 
ing Global Militarism conference in British Columbia. 


BRIARRATON! NOVEMBER 2001 


LEGENDS 


If I Had A 
Song - The 
Songs of 

Pete Seeger 


The Songs of 


The stars of roots music 
offer original and heart- 
felt covers of Seeger 
classics. With Steve 
Earle, Billy Brag and - 

Eliza Carthy, the McGarrigles, Moxy Fruvous, Dar 
Williams and Toshi Reagon, and more. A must-have 
tribute to thee legend of folk. 


McGuinn - 
= Treasures 


The former leader of 
the Byrds and 1991 
inductee into the Rock 
n’ Roll Hall of Fame 
creates a beautiful masterpiece designed to celebrate 
music's roots. McGuinn travelled the Eastern Seabord 
of the US capturing legends like Judy Collins and Pete 
Seeger performing their hit songs with him at home, in 
borrowed apartments, and in other informal settings. 


HARP - A 
Time to Sing! 


This magical recording 
captures the historic 
1984 concert tour 
featuring Pete Seeger, 
Holly Near, Arlo 
Guthrie, and Ronnie 
Gilbert. It was the 
midst of the Reagan era, 
the early days of AIDS, the anti-apartheid tine the 
nuclear disarmament movement, feminism, queer rights, 
and anti-racism struggles. This concert brought people a 
eT for one be ent in music sands so pare 


America's New War Is Nothing New at All 


A writer from the alternative press examines the 
background events before Sept 11" and casts a 
critical eye on the mainstream coverage. 


by Terry Glavin 


with a shred of intelligence turned to British Columbia’s 

“straight press” for a fair accounting of the United States’ 
disgraceful conduct in Indochina or anywhere else. So, we 
can accept the civic duty to point out that all these years later, 
this country’s newspapers remain in the thrall of blind obedi- 
ence to American power, to the point of counselling a fanati- 
cism that mirrors the evil behind the murder of all those inno- 
cents in New York. This is particularly true of the National 
Post, flagship of the conglomerate that controls B.C.’s major 
dailies and television stations. 

In the Post’s pages, an editorial 
cartoon depicts a long-fingered, beak- 
nosed Muslim beside a headline pro- 
claiming an Islamist war against the 
Enlightenment. Andrew Coyne in- 
structs us to prepare to surrender our 
civil liberties because the time has 
come to “kill or be killed.” Elizabeth 
Nickson warns us about the terrorists’ 
“fellow travellers” in our midst, 
whom she identifies as Canadian chil- 
dren who have been engaged in street 
protests against American capitalism. 

Barbara Amiel proposes a jihad 
of our very own against Stalinists, 
Cubans, North Koreans, and the peo- 
ple of Iraq, Sudan, Libya, and Iran, 
who should be “destroyed” should 
they not surrender to the U.S.A. presi- 

dent anyone he chooses to name. 
Robert Fulford writes that Canada’s traditional distaste for 
American cultural hegemony must now be considered along- 
side the ideology of foreign terrorists. He then issues a post- 
humous fatwa against the late Greg Curnoe for the anti-Ameri- 
can overtones of a recent exhibition of Curnoe’s art at a To- 
ronto gallery. 

Then the Fraser Institute’s Michael Walker explains how 
September 11 demands that Canada join the United States in 


| he Georgia Straight was founded at a time when nobody 


a new “customs union” superstate, and columnist Catherine 
Ford advises the Vancouver Sun’s readers: “We are all Ameri- 
cans now.” 

Well, we are not Americans, and we do not live in a Sat- 
urday morning cartoon where civilization itself is besieged 
by an evil wizard living in a cave somewhere in Afghanistan. 
No war began on September 11, any more than Pearl Harbour 
began the Second World War, which had been raging for al- 
most two years by the time Japanese bombers caused Ameri- 
cans to notice it. 

If it is a war of that scale that Canada is now summoned 
to wage, we might at least muster the 
impudence to ask why it’s going on. 

For the answer to that question, 
some point to the outcome of an 
April, 1955 gathering in Bandung, 
Indonesia, where 29 African, Asian 
and Arab nations, representing al- 
most half the people on earth, cited 
American imperialism as the single 
greatest threat to world peace. Many 
of those nations had just won their 
independence by waging wars of ter- 
rorism against the old European co- 
lonial powers - liberation wars of the 
very kind the United States waged 
almost two centuries before. 

The Bandung delegates identified 
Israel, which had by then driven off 
most of Palestine’s Arab population, 
as the new imperialism’s most dan- 

gerous manifestation. The United States took no notice, and 
proceeded to slaughter hundreds of thousands of Indochinese 


and install despotic 
puppet governments throughout Latin America and the Arab 


world. 
But maybe that’s going back too far. Maybe it began in 


the late 1970s with the White House decision to seize control 
of Afghanistan by assembling an international army of Is- 
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lamic extremists in a U.S.A.-sponsored terror network that 
embraced the lunatic Osama bin Laden. Or maybe it all started 
in 1982, when the U.S.A. backed an invasion of Lebanon that 
involved the slaughter of more than 17,000 civilians. Or maybe 
September 11’s barbarism lies in the decade-long American- 
led blockade of Iraq, which has so far resulted in the deaths of 
an estimated 300,000 children under the age of five. 

But we shouldn’t even consider these things now, the 
Post’s editorialists admonish, because the world forever 
changed on that ghastly Tuesday morning. Well, not for some 
people. In the four days following September 11, Israeli forces 
killed 23 Palestinians in Gaza and the West Bank. 

Whatever changed on September 11, the United States 
remains a country with an astonishing capacity for self-delu- 
sion and a crippling propensity for violence. In the past three 
years, Americans have murdered more of their own country- 
men than all the U.S.A. soldiers killed during the decade-long 
Vietnam War. Each year, Americans murder roughly 20,000 
of their fellow citizens, more than three times the number of 
people who died in Manhattan. And now, Americans are seeth- 
ing with grief and rage. They want war, and Canada’s dailies 
are making a national virtue out of acquiescence to every- 
thing the United States might ask of us. 

Clearly, Canada must now consider draconian measures 
to defend America’s northern borders, and we should enlist 
all our resources in an international effort to prosecute terror- 
ist criminals. But we shouldn’t surrender to a chain of com- 
mand that begins in the White House, particularly now that 
Americans have been rendered half-mad in their sorrow by 
things they have been watching on television. 

This war has already given us searing television images. 
Here’s just one, from a year ago. A screaming 12-year-old 
boy, Mohammad al-Durra, cowers against a wall in Gaza while 
his weeping father tries to shield him from a hail of bullets 
fired by Israeli soldiers. The bullets explode into the little 
boy, killing him. The father weeps and holds his dead son 
against his breast until a bullet tears into his own head. Mo- 


ments later, a Palestinian ambulance driver arrives. He too is 
murdered. 


Our dailies deftly avoided the grotesque certainty of those 
images with headlines that made oblique reference to persons 
caught in a crossfire. Well, here’s what’s certain. That 12- 
year-old boy’s life was worth no less than the life of the presi- 
dent of the United States. No matter how much we cherish 
our friendships with Americans, their lives are worth no more 
than anyone else’s. 

Another thing is as certain today as it was more than 30 
years ago when this newspaper, the Georgia Straight, was 
founded. War is not the answer. 


Terry Glavin is editor of Transmontanus Books, a frequent 
contributor to various newspapers and magazines, and the 
author of several books. His latest book, The Last Great Sea: 
A Voyage Through the Human and Natural history of the North 
Pacific Ocean, won the Hubert Evans non-fiction prize. 


The Communications, Energy and Paperworkers Union wants to help you 


for a living, you have 

3 choices in life: 

I. whine and complain; 
2. quit; 

3, organize a union... 


in your work place? 


What are the problems 


Nou have a right to deal 


with these issues through job security and justice in your 
collective bargaining. 


Time to do something WD 
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A Small Piece of a Big Picture 
Filled with Ghosts and Echoes 


A message of pain and treason from Ground Zero. 


neredibly, a a week has Passed. "Abnormal normalcy 
as settled in. Our usually contentious mayor (pre- 
viously b bad news for New Yorkers of color and for. 
artists) s) has ise n to this moment with efficiency, compas- 
sion, EE ership. The city is alive and dynamic. Traffic 
is flowing again, mail is being delivered, newspapers are 
back. But very early this morning I walked almost to the 
tip of Manhattan Island. The 16-acre site itself is closed 
off, of course, as is a perimeter surrounding it controlled 
by the National Guard, used as a command post, and stag- 
ing area for rescue workers. s i 
This was a bright, clou less, ay. l 
as one draws near the site, he area looms out of a dênse 
: one enters an atmosphere of dust, concrete powder 
plumes.of smoke from fires still raging deep beneath 
; the rubble (an € imated 2 million cubic yards of debris). 
Along lower 2nc “Avenue, 10 refrigerator tect ouaRCE as 
„trucks are parked waiting. If you stand there a while, an an 


oncrete cover street after street of parked 
utside the perimeter. eee" 
ets, Wearing mas 
theistench of bu 


for bloc rids 


> re 8 
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“Sikh | man who died merely 

the at there were not ng 


; hick white ash, shards of OKEn glass, pebbles. pa a 


by Robin Morgan 


Last Thursday, right-wing televangelists Jerry Falwell 
and Pat Robertson (our home-grown American Taliban 
leaders) appeared on Robertson’s TV show “The 700 Club,” 
where Falwell blamed “the pagans, and the abortionists, 
and the feminists and the gays and lesbians ... the Ameri- 
can Civil Liberties Union, People for the American Way” 
and groups “who have tried to secularize America” for what 
occurred in New York. Robertson replied, “I totally con- 
cur.” After even the Bush White House called the remarks 
“inappropriate,” Falwell apologized (though he did not take 
back his sentiments); Robertson hasn’t even apologized. 
(The program is carried by the Fox Family Channel, re- 
cently purchased Be the Walt aed Company - in case 


i liatory. 
For the rights 
mbing” Afghani- 
, NO ae Pd 


> experts, whatever 
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patriarchal violence surrounding us in its state-sanctioned 
normalcy. Talk about the need to recognize people’s de- 
spair over ever being heard short of committing such dra- 
matic, murderous acts. Talk about the need to address a 
desperation that becomes chronic after generations of suf- 
fering. Talk about the need to arouse that most subversive 
of emotions - empathy - for “the other.” Talk about the 
need to eliminate hideous economic and political injustices, 
to reject all tribal/ethnic hatreds and fears, to repudiate re- 
ligious fundamentalism of every kind. Especially talk about 
the need to expose the mystique of violence, separate it 
from how we conceive of excitement, eroticism, and “man- 
hood.” And talk about the need to comprehend that vio- 
lence differs in degree but is related in kind, that it thrives 
along a spectrum, as do its effects - from the battered child 
and raped woman who live in 
fear to an entire populace liv- 
ing in fear. 

Meanwhile, we cry and 
cry and cry. I don’t even 
know who my tears are for 
anymore, because I keep see- 
ing ghosts, I keep hearing 
echoes. The world’s sympathy moves me deeply. Yet I hear 
echoes dying into silence: the world averting its attention 
from the screams of Rwanda. . . 

Ground Zero is a huge mass grave. And I think: Bosnia. 
Uganda. 

More than 6300 people are missing and presumed dead 
(not even counting the Washington and Pennsylvania 
deaths). The TV anchors choke up: civilians, they say, my 
god, civilians. And I see ghosts. Hiroshima. Nagasaki. Dres- 
den. Vietnam. 

I watch the mask-covered mouths and noses on the 
street turn into the faces of Tokyo citizens who wear such 
masks every day against toxic pollution. I watch the scared 
eyes become the fearful eyes of women forced to wear the 
hajib or chodor or burka against their will... 

I stare at the missing posters’ photos and think of the 
Mothers of the Disappeared, circling the plazas in Argen- 
tina. And I see the ghosts of other faces. In photographs on 
the walls of Holocaust museums. In newspaper clippings 
from Haiti. In chronicles from Cambodia... 

I worry for people who’ve lost their homes near the 
site, though I see how superbly social-service agencies are 
trying to meet their immediate and longer-term needs. But 
I see ghosts: the perpetually homeless who sleep on city 
streets, whose needs are never addressed... 

I watch normally unflappable New Yorkers flinch at 
loud noises, parents panic when their kids are late from 
school. And I see my Israeli feminist friends like Yvonne, 
who’ve lived with this dread for decades and still (even 
yesterday) stubbornly issue petitions insisting on peace... 

I watch sophisticates sob openly in the street, people 


This is calamity. And opportunity. The “United States 


- what so many of you call America - could choose now 
to begin to understand the world And join it Or not 


who’ ve lost workplaces, who don’t know where their next 
paycheck will come from, who fear a contaminated water 
or food supply, who are afraid for their sons in the military, 
who are unnerved by security checkpoints, who are in 
mourning, who are wounded, who feel terrified, humili- 
ated, outraged. And I see my friends like Zuhira in the refu- 
gee camps of Gaza or West Bank, Palestinian women who 
have lived in precisely that same emotional condition - for 
four generations. 

Last weekend, many Manhattanites left town to visit 
concerned families, try to normalize, get away for a break. 
As they streamed out of the city, I saw ghosts of other 
travelers: hundreds of thousands of Afghan refugees stream- 
ing toward their country’s borders in what is to them ha- 
bitual terror, trying to escape a drought-sucked country so 
war-devastated there’s noth- 
ing left to bomb; a country 
with 50,000 disabled or- 
phans and two million wid- 
ows whose sole livelihood is 
begging; where the life ex- 
pectancy of men is 42 and 
women 40; where women 
hunch in secret whispering lessons to girl children forbid- 
den to go to school, women who risk death by beheading - 
for teaching a child to read. 

The ghosts stretch out their hands. Now you know, 
they weep, gesturing at the carefree, insulated, indifferent, 
golden innocence that was my country’s safety, arrogance, 
and pride. Why should it take such horror to make you 
see? the echoes sigh, Oh please do you finally see? 

This is calamity. And opportunity. The United States 
- what so many of you call America - could choose now to 
begin to understand the world. And join it. Or not. 

For now my window still displays no flag, my lapel 
sports no red-white-and-blue ribbon. Instead, I weep fora 
city and a world. Instead, I cling to a different loyalty, af- 
firming my un-flag, my un-anthem, my un-prayer - the de- 
fiant un-pledge of a madwoman who also had mere words 
as her only tools in a time of ignorance and carnage, Vir- 
ginia Woolf: “As a woman I have no country. As a woman 
I want no country. As a woman my country is the whole 
world.” 


If this is treason, may I be worthy of it. 


Robin Morgan is a writer, feminist leader, political 
theorist, journalist and activist. The complete text of this 
article can be found at www.sigi.org . 


PLEASE NOTE: This text is Copyrighted 2001 by Robin Morgan, all rights reserved. It may 
be shared freely for noncommercial purposes ONLY, but it may not be posted on websites or 
published in print, electronically, or in any other manner without the author's express per- 
mission. In licu of payment, the author would be very grateful if persons so moved would 
make a donation via check to: The Sisterhood Is Global Institute, Atwater Library, 1200 
Avenue Atwater, Montreal, Quebec, Canada, H3Z 1X4 (website: www.sigi-org). 
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Total War IS Terrorism 


Canada Must Stand for International Law and Political Solutions 


by J. F. Conway 


age, many Canadians were quite moved by much of 


z | “hough you would never guess it from the media cover- 


Sunera Thobani’s speech, and admired her for the cour- 
age to speak out. The New York events, and the reaction 
and hysteria since, have imposed 
a cloud of self-censorship and 
“me-tooism” that is quite disturb- 
ing in a free and democratic soci- 
ety. Legitimate and valid criti- 
cisms of U.S.A. foreign policy, 
like those of Thobani, have not 
disappeared overnight because of 
the tragic events in New York. 
Nor have the fears of many Cana- 
dians about being absorbed ever 
more fully into the American 
Empire abated. Indeed, the New 
York events are being used by 
some to accelerate the process of 
turning Canada into an echo and 
appendage of our neighbour to the 
south. 

We are being asked to surren- 
der our sovereignty over immigration and refugee policies, 
over our international borders, and to take the next step in 
becoming an integral part of the continental U.S.A. by em- 
bracing a common international border around North 
America. The Alliance party, which allegedly stands tall 
against the intrusion of big government, is now apparently 
advocating internal travel documents, last used in a big way 
in Nazi Germany and Stalinist USSR. The Canadian peo- 
ple have been subjected to endless and tiresome sniping and 
carping from both the media and Tory and Alliance MPs, 
determined to use the New York events shamelessly in a 
pathetic partisan attack on the Chretien government. 

Before I am smeared as soft on terrorism, let me make 
a few things crystal clear. I do not support terrorist tactics 
and my heart goes out to the innocents who were slaugh- 
tered and their families who grieve. Like most Canadians, I 
have this horrible feeling that it could have just as well been 
me or a member of my family on one of those planes arbi- 


trarily turned into terrorist weapons. 

The U.S.A. says it is at war with terrorism, but so far 
the only target is the usual suspects in the Middle East. That 
particular war, in its modern expression, has been going on 
since the founding of the state 
of Israel in 1948 (many of 
whose leaders were denounced 
as terrorists by the British). Is- 
rael, as a proxy state for Britain, 
France, and most importantly 
the U.S.A., has been at war with 
its Arab neighbours, with west- 
ern support, almost endlessly. 
Then there was the Gulf War, 
with its many violations of in- 
ternational law, and the continu- 
ing war on Iraq. All sides in war 
in the 20" and 21" centuries 
have embraced the concept of 
“total war” - that is, war that 
makes little distinction between 
military and civilian targets or 
personnel. Indeed, the numbers 
of civilians killed or injured in recent wars far outstrip mili- 
tary casualties. Hitler used total war, and the Allies re- 
sponded with Dresden, Berlin, Tokyo, Hiroshima and Na- 
gasaki. The U.S.A. used total war in its undeclared war in 
Indochina. Again, the U.S.A. and its Allies used total war 
in the punishment of Iraq - the annihilation of thousands of 
unarmed Iraqi troops fleeing homeward, the bombardment 
of Baghdad, the imposition of trade sanctions for years lead- 
ing to thousands of civilian casualties, and the repeated 
bombing sorties into Iraq. Israel uses the concept of total 
war whenever reprisals are taken against the civilian Pales- 
tinian population for terrorist attacks in Israel. 

The doctrine of total war embraces the use of terror 
against the civilian population of “the enemy,” largely for 
political and symbolic reasons. The U.S.A. rationale in 
Indochina and Iraq went like this: if severe enough conse- 
quences can be imposed on the general population, then po- 
litical support for the despised regime will decline, setting 
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Either we find a political solution to the Middle East 
crisis or we are on the threshold of one of the most frighten- 
ing total war scenarios in history - between the minority of 
the world, with the wealth and the weaponry to attempt to 
impose its will across the globe, and the mass of impover- 
ished humanity determined to die if necessary in order to 
secure a future for themselves and their children. 

We can accept Stockwell Day’s shallow analysis, which 
he shares with President Bush, that the root cause of terror- 
ism are terrorists, and hence all we have to do is root them 
out and kill them while we build a “Fortress North America” 
and impose a global “Pax Americana.” Or we can find the 
roots of terrorism where they really are - in political and 
economic systems based on injustice and repression. 

I personally will accept America as the beacon of free- 
dom in the world when it stops creating and supporting re- 
pressive monarchies and other dictatorial regimes, stops 
embarking on any sordid adventure necessary to secure 
America’s economic and political domination, and begins 
to support movements for social justice and democracy 
around the world. In the meantime, let us hope that the 
Canadian government will resist the pressure to become 
more bellicose as a loyal U.S.A. echo, choosing instead to 
insist on solutions in accord with international law and on 
efforts to remove the political and economic roots of terrorism. 


photo: Nyland/Weih/Wolfwood 


John Conway is a University of Regina political sociologist. 
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the stage for the internal overthrow of the regime, or reduc- 
ing popular support for the it. This is the rational and sys- 
tematic terrorism of nation states in pursuit of foreign policy 
objectives, a form of terrorism we have largely grown to 
accept. The events in New York are the continuation and 
culmination of the terrorism of desperation whose political 
objectives are limited to inspiring support back home and 
to undermining political support among western citizens for 
the policies of their governments in the Third World. At 
another level, they are simply desperate acts of revenge. 
That someone would eventually succeed in bringing 
the war in the Middle East home to the U.S.A. was only a 
matter of time. We do not know how many efforts have 
been prevented, but we know from the previous bombing 
of the Trade Centre that such efforts were continuing. No 
one ever expected such a horrible and spectacular event like 
New York on September 11. But we have all been aware of 
what the logical extension of the suicide attacks in the Mid- 
dle East might be to those nations in the West perceived as 
allied against the aspirations of the various Arab peoples. 
In such a situation, if the U.S.A. and its allies are now 

at total war with terrorism in the Middle East, and if that 
war is prosecuted in a long and dirty process, the likelihood 
ofmore attacks in North America, particularly in the U.S.A., 
increases. 
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CUSO is looking for 
Canadians with skills and 
experience in agriculture, forestry, 
fisheries, environment, and community 
activism to work in volunteer programmes 

in some thirty countries world-wide. 
Standard contracts: 2 years, plus language 
training, basic cost of living and benefits. 


Since 1961, more than 12,000 Canadians have 
gone overseas to work with CUSO’s partners. 
CUSO supports alliances for global social justice. 
We work with people striving for freedom, 
self-determination, gender and racial 
equality and cultural survival. 


If the time is not right for you to commit 
to an overseas posting, you may want 
to volunteer your time, energy 
and expertise on a 
local committee. 


Check our web site at www.cuso.org 
for current postings and information on how to apply 
or call 1-888-434-CUSO (2876) 
for the office nearest you. 
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Rethinking the Movement 


In these rapidly changing times it's important to 


maintain doubt in the face of anyone claiming to 


have all the right answers. 


Į; a very strange time to be pretending to be an expert - 

since September 11" I feel like the ground is shifting be- 
neath my feet. All of us are trying to add crazy things like 
facts into this discussion. I hope we can try together to chal- 
lenge ourselves to come up with some new analysis in this 
changing context. We cannot retreat from this jingoism and 
atmosphere of quasi-McCarthyism, where any criticism of any 
government is considered deeply dangerous and part of a slip- 
pery slope to terrorism, that can have a profoundly chilling 
effect. But at the same time as we resolve and insist on going 
forward, we must also not insist on sticking to the script as 
though nothing happened - because something really big did 
happen. Things are still changing very rapidly. 

I want to say that it’s okay to struggle and re-evaluate our 
ideas, to admit to uncertainty and even to eschew certainty at 
times, as it can become a kind of fanaticism. The best we can 
hope for at times like these is to inject doubt. To ask questions 
and question everybody at this point who believes that they 
know the true path, the good versus evil, to reject everybody’s 
holy war right now. To reject the jihads and the “infinite jus- 
tice” campaign or war. Even if that questioning means facing 
attacks ourselves, even from family or friends. 

Everybody keeps saying that when they saw the trade 
centre collapse it was like a movie. I’ve heard this so many 
times. Maybe I’m strange but I didn’t think it was like a movie, 
I thought it was very real. Now I feel like I’m living in a movie 
- ever since this started - a really bad movie. A really bad 
western is were I feel I’ve been. I’ve always felt that George 
W. Bush is a very bad actor, much worse than Reagan. It’s the 
“wanted dead or alive” posters, the “smoke ‘em out” and this 

“evil folk” thing. 

I think it’s really important to put the attacks within the 
historical and political context. That is so sorely lacking. The 
best analysis that I have seen on television was when Peter 
Jennings did a special with kids. It was supposed to be about 
how to talk to your kids about what happened, psycho-babble 
stuff and talking about feelings. But what the kids kept saying 
was “Why, why, why?” These five to 16-year-olds started 
putting forward hypothesis that were making Peter Jennings 
uncomfortable. They were saying, “Well I don’t think that peo- 

ple fly planes into buildings and kill thousands of people if 
there isn’t a reason, I just don’t believe it.” And there was this 
one 12 year-old named Nora who was the best. She kept talk- 
ing about sanctions on Iraq and land mines and military weap- 
ons sales. Peter Jennings eventually got so stressed out that at 
one point he actually asked her who her favorite baseball team 
was. It was quite a moment. 
There is this hunger for context and information. I just 
heard that bookstores are selling out of books on Islam and the 
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Middle East. People want to understand, they’re not buying 
that it’s just a campaign of “they hate us and the way we live.” 
And you can’t ask why because that is to understand, and to 
understand is to justify, and to justify is to forgive, so don’t 
even go down that road. We need to put this incredible trag- 
edy in a historical context, it didn’t just come out of nowhere 
or from another planet, even though it seemed that way from 
watching CNN. 


Attacking Symbols 

One of the things about the new activism is that you know 
you are winning when they start to attack you. When you start 
to get smart they call you stupid, like the Economist article 
right after Seattle entitled “Clueless in Seattle.” And they say 
“These kids don’t know what they’re talking about and they 
try to find someone in the crowd who doesn’t know what the 
WTO stands for. But the point was that we were educating 
ourselves and that popular education has been so much a part 
of this movement even though it’s the protests that get all of 
the attention. But it’s the kind of movement that uses the power 
of symbols, of logos of individual corporations, of high-pro- 
file institutions in order to make this amorphous world of num- 
bers real and tangible and connected to our lives. That’s what 
anti-sweatshop fashion shows are about, it’s about creating 
that connection so it isn’t abstract 

To some extent the mass convergences, and I don’t want 
to in any way belittle the work that many of us have been 
doing over the past few years, have been symbolic. They’ve 
been about meetings because that’s the only place we can pin 
them down. They don’t ask us about things anymore and fun- 
damentally we were driven into the streets. As Ralph Nader 
said, “Civil society lobbying is dead in Washington - we can’t 
afford the price of admission anymore.” It’s fine to say it’s 
really glamourous, direct action, but there’s a level where we 
didn’t have another choice. And that’s certainly what it feels 
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like in Mike Harris’ Ontario. That’s why a group like the On- 
tario Coalition Against Poverty (OCAP) have developed tac- 
tics to deal with a government that prides itself on not listen- 
ing to “special interest groups” like students, nurses, unions... 
anyone. 

According to Pierre Pettigrew, the difference between an 
industrial and an information economy is that in an industrial 
economy you have oppressors and the oppressed but at least, 
in that context, the oppressed can organize in factories and 
workplaces - within the institutions. But in an information or 
knowledge economy, you have the included and the excluded. 
The thing about being the excluded, as many of the members 
of OCAP are, is that you don’t have the institutions in which 
to organize and exert collective influence. So new spaces of 
influence have to be created which makes many people very 
uncomfortable. OCAP has a campaign that I fully supported, 
and I do support the spirit of it, but I have to say it looks a 
whole lot different after September 11*. The campaign poster 
read “Fight to Win, Shut Down Bay Street.” Now, OCAP are 
not terrorists but we know now that no one can look at that 
poster without thinking about what has just happened in New 
York. I don’t think that’s fair, but it’s a fact. It’s a fact that the 
meaning of language is changing under our feet and we all 
have to think about how much we’ ve relied of symbolic activ- 
ism. Targeting the symbols - the meetings, the logos. I think 
it’s going to be difficult to prevent the mind from going im- 
mediately to the events in New York City because that was a 
very calculated act of symbolic terrorism as well as actual ter- 
rorism with very carefully chosen targets. 

I hope it’s something that we can talk about, I’m not pre- 
tending to know the answers to these questions. It’s too soon 
to know what the next step is. We can’t simply go forward as 
if nothing has changed or, the alternative, which is to say we 
can’t do anything confrontational, people are too edgey. I’ve 
been told that the Sierra Club has sent out a memo in the states 
to their employees saying they shouldn’t criticise Bush. It’s a 

big problem. 


Civil Liberties 

World leaders are going crazy, just really excited to sign 
on to this world campaign against terrorism. When I first saw 
this I thought it was just classic American bullying. They’re 
just twisting arms, they’re threatening and that’s the only rea- 
son that people are running to align themselves with Bush. 
And there is some of that and this has been done incredibly 
unilaterally while grossly perverted the language of 
multilateralism as if this isn’t entirely controlled by the U.S.A. 
They ignore the fact that we have an international structure to 
deal with exactly this scenario - it’s called the United Nations, 
which has been conspicuous for its absence. We have to ask 
ourselves why some very unsavoury dictators are pledging 
themselves so completely to Bush’s campaign against terror- 
ism. 

The war on terrorism is going to be used not only to sup- 
press mad-men but potentially what we’re seeing is the crea- 
tion of some kind of legal structure to basically take on every 
freedom struggle in the world. That’s why these guys are so 
psyched. We need to be very aware of why this coalition is 


coming together so easily. 
We need to make sure that 
this doesn’t become a global 
campaign to eliminate oppo- 
sition movements to authori- 
tarian governments the world 
over. We need to remember 
that the ANC (South Africa) 
would have been classified as 
a terrorist group in such a 
campaign not so long ago. 


Thinking about Reasons 

If we look at why Bin 
Laden’s rhetoric is so power- 
ful, it’s because fanaticism 
feeds off real injustice. When 
he tells his followers that the U.S.A. is only in the Gulf, not 
because they’re freedom fighters but to protect their oil inter- 
ests, it has resonance because it’s true. And when he points to 
the children who’ve died in Iraq because of sanctions, or the 
Palestinians still living under occupation and segregation it 
also resonates because it’s true. Now, I don’t think he’s a free- 
dom fighter. I believe he’s a fanatic. But this real injustice 
feeds fanaticism and makes it more than marginal. 

The promise of globalization is the promise of freedom, 
the promise of mobility, the promise of barriers coming down 
- that’s what all of the rhetoric is about, the global village. But 
as we know, not just from this incident, that an unjust world is 
a heavily guarded and gated world. Not a world where barriers 
come down, but one where new barriers are being constantly 
erected. Whether it’s the gated communities that pop up all 
over North America or the gated leaders who need ever-more 
security in order to get together or new fortress U.S.A., per- 
haps soon to become fortress NAFTA. 

What we need is a movement that challenges all of these 
fences and that argues that justice and equality are of course 
the best defences. As we make these arguments it’s important 
that we’re not naive, that we don’t act as if terrorism can be 
solved with goodwill alone. There needs to be social justice 
but there also needs to be justice for the victims of these at- 
tacks and some practical prevention of future ones. That’s why 
we need to challenge that other lie of globalization, which is 
the lie of multilateralism. Bush has been doing a remarkable 
job of exposing it ever since he took office by unilaterally rip- 
ping up Kyoto, walking out of Durban and basically reviving 
the new imperialism. This is taking unilateralism to a whole 
new level and there need to be voices, true voices of 
multilateralism and we need to be the true globalists. And we 
also need to make the argument that this flagrant unilateralism 
on the part of the U.S.A., also known as imperialism, is what 
got us into this mess in the first place - even though we’re not 
supposed to talk about why. 


Naomi Klein 


Naomi Klein is a writer whose recent book, No Logo, 
has become an influential best-seller. She was recently in 
Saskatchewan and this is an excerpt from a presentation that 
was recorded by Making the Links Radio in Saskatoon. 
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Women IN BLACK visit JERUSALEM 


Mzpnzeut August 44™. At A SPECIAL SESSION OF THE 
Court IN THE RUSSIAN COMPOUND IN JERUSALEM, A ROBED 
JUDGE LISTENS TO A PASSIONATE DEFENCE COUNSEL ARGUE 
THAT 10 PEOPLE ARRESTED AT A PEACEFUL DEMONSTRATION 
THAT DAy SHOULD BE RELEASED. THe 10 ARE BEING HELD 
AT A POLICE STATION THAT EVEN THE KouGH GUIDE TO 
ISRAEL CALLS THE INFAMOUS MUSCOVA TORTURE CENTRE.” 


ll the proceedings are in Hebrew - only the 14 year 

old boy gets a translator, and none of the other de- 
fendants can understand: three speak Arabic, five Eng- 
lish, one Danish and one French. Eventually - long after 
the charges have been read and the prosecution case 
argued, the defence counsel manages to persuade the 
judge to let an Israeli woman waiting outside come in to 
crouch down between the benches and translate the de- 
‘fence case into English. 

The defence case is that the small peaceful demon- 
stration that day outside the Orient House (the Palestin- 
ian diplomatic centre in East Jerusalem occupied by 
Israeli troops in reprisal for the most recent suicide bomb) 
had been baton charged without warning by the renowned 
Israeli “Border Police,” and arrests made as people tried 
to leave. Several of the defendants were badly bruised - 
the two youngest Palestinians worst of all. We had all 
agreed that we would leave if asked to, as protests the 
day before had resulted in six arrests and beatings - 
including the detention and handcuffing of an Israeli law- 
yer when she advised demonstrators that we were not 
breaking the law if we stayed peacefully on the pave- 
ment. But we still found ourselves clubbed to the ground 
by armed police and dragged back as we tried to leave. 

Earlier, I had seen one of the Palestinians standing 
and watching the demonstrators who held placards read- 
ing “Only justice for Palestinians can bring peace to Is- 
raelis,” and “End the occupation of Orient House nego- 
tiation centre.” As I picked myself up from the ground, I 
somehow saw him behind the rows of police, being 
chased by five police, smashed against a car, and beaten 
on the head and arms with batons and kicked. I went 
over to protest but was thrown out of the way as he was 
dragged into a police van. 

The police tactics and non-violent demonstration 
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were witnessed by international journalists and recorded 
on a video that was shown to the judge. The defendants 
were variously charged with riot, unlawful assembly or 
assault: The police were clearly in charge‘in the court, a 
small airless room where the defendants sat crowded on 
benches while at least 14 police squashed next to them, 
walked in and out, talked on their walkie-talkies and 
mobiles, joked and chatted to the judge, No one was re- 
leased that night, and one of the Palestinian passers by 
(the 14 year old who had been riding past’on.his bike) 
was still detained when we left. Palestinians, unlike Is- 
raelis, can be held indefinitely without trial: We spoke to 
people who had received up to 11 year sentences for 
throwing stones... at the ages of 16 and 11 years. 

Since last October, more than 600 Palestinians and 
100 Israelis have been killed in “targeted killings” (the 
Israeli term for assassinations), suicide bomb attacks, and 
reprisals. Thousands more have been injured. Over half 
were civilians, including a high proportion of children. 
Countless houses have been bulldozed and olive trees 
uprooted in collective reprisals. The old testament policy 
of “an eye for an eye” is literally making everyone blind, 
as Gandhi pointed out over half a century ago. 

Many Israelis do not acknowledge that there is any 
such thing as a Palestinian state - in spite of countless 
United Nations resolutions and peace treaties that have, 
since 1948, designated the “occupied territories” as Pal- 
estine. All Palestinians must carry passes and live in one 
of 60 tiny “cantons” encircled by rapidly growing Is- 
raeli settlements and settler-only roads. The cantons have 
been likened to the “reservations” for Native Americans. 
Palestinians must have written permission to leave the 
area they live in, which is rarely granted, and they have 
to pass though Israeli checkpoints to move from one area 


to another. 
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There are at least 250 checkpoints and at each one 
Palestinians - men, women and children - wait in long 
lines in the hot sun while Israeli soldiers and police 
slowly check their papers. Large concrete slabs block 
the roads. Palestinians have occasionally been shot as 
they walk through - if they do not stop - so there is an 
atmosphere of terror. 

Most holiday makers (and many Israelis) do not 
see this side of Israel or the occupied territories. Nor do 
they see the starvation policy that the checkpoints en- 
force. Checkpoints are regularly closed completely, 
shutting off access to centres of employment as well as 
medical help. Several Palestinians have died when their 
ambulances were turned back, including women in la- 
bour (documented by the Red Crescent and Red Cross). 
According to the Economist, income in the Palestinian 
territories is now one-twentieth that in Israel, compared 
with one-tenth a year ago. 

Yet Israel continues to receive over 4 billion dol- 
lars a year in aid from the U.S.A., most of which is 
spent on arms and roads. Several of the non-violent dem- 
onstrators who were arrested outside Orient House are 
now taking the U.S. government to court under legisla- 
tion which prevents the U.S.A. from funding govern- 
ments that perpetrate human rights abuses. 


Did you have a good holiday in Israel? 

The demonstrators are part of an International Soli- 
darity Movement 
that is campaigning 
against human 
rights abuses by Is- 
rael and calling for 
an end to the illegal 
occupation of Pal- 
estinian lands. Dur- 
ing August approxi- 
mately 60 interna- 
tionals came to 
Bethlehem and East 
Jerusalem to take 
part in non-violent 
direct action at 
checkpoints and 
outside Orient 
House - from Italy, 
the U.S.A., France, 
Denmark and Eng- 
land. Many stayed 
with Palestinian 
families to act as a 
“human shield” 
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Canadian members of Women in Black, Victoria BC 


against army and settler attacks. Others arrived in Sep- 
tember and October, answering a call from Palestinian 
and Israeli peace organizations for an international pro- 
tection force. The United Nations has been unable to 
send even observers, due to an American veto. 

Almost half the international presence in August 
(five from England and 25 from Italy) was from Women 
in Black, an international women’s network committed 
to peace with justice. The network was started by Is- 
raeli and Palestinian women who dressed in black and 
held silent vigils for an end to the occupation in 1988. 
The vigils are still held weekly in Jerusalem, and now 
in 150 countries around the world. Women in Black in 
Israel/Palestine and the former Yugoslavia has been 
nominated for the Nobel Peace Prize this year. 

So when people ask if I had a good holiday in Is- 
rael, I can only answer that while it is still beautiful, 
Israel is no place for a holiday at the moment. Perhaps 
a boycott by Europeans (Israel’s biggest trading part- 
ners) and the U.S.A. could help to put pressure on for 
an end to human right abuses in Israel - in the same 
way that it did in South Africa. Meanwhile, I hope that 
everyone who travels there goes instead to the Pales- 
tinian territories, to act as an international protection 
force. 


Sue Finch is a British member of Women in Black 
who recently went to Palestine. 
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he champagne flowed as Ottawa’s newest amateur thea 
T company gathered to celebrate the signing of a con- 
tract marking the close of a successful two-month run. 

The players were members of the National Component 
of the Public Service Alliance. The venue was the court- 
yard of the National Gallery of Canada. The play was a nine- 
week strike. And the contract was a new collective agree- 
ment. 

Why the performing arts analogy? Because this strike, 
conducted by cultural workers at the Gallery and the Cana- 
dian Museum of Contemporary Photography, had a drama 
and verve that took a run-of-the-mill labour dispute and 
turned it on its head. 

More street theatre than strike, it succeeded where so 
many walkouts fail. Despite the service disruption and pub- 
lic inconvenience, the National Gallery workers enjoyed tre- 
mendous public support. Ultimately, this support generated 
behind-the-scenes pressure on the employer to settle on terms 
that favoured the workers. 

Ironically, the battle for public opinion would have been 
infinitely harder were it not for systematic and sympathetic 
coverage by the major media. 

The Ottawa Citizen, that normally relegates labour sto- 
ries to a short mention in the business section, provided con- 
sistent and favourable coverage. In fact, again contrary to 
normal practice, the strike garnered progressively more cov- 
erage as the dispute evolved. 

Citizen editors, perceived by labour activists as anti- 
union, were quick to call for a negotiated settlement. Let- 
ters to the editor were frequent and overwhelmingly posi- 
tive. 

Local TV stations took to dropping by the picket line 
almost every day, even in the absence of announced events. 
CBC took a lead role in radio coverage. The francophone 
media, led by Le Droit and Radio-Canada, were equally sup- 
portive. 

The national edition of the Globe and Mail provided 
regular coverage of the strike, including a full-page review 
of the “Art on the Picket Line” exhibit by the striking work- 
ers. 

= How do we explain all this? Had we collectively passed 
into a parallel universe? It may have seemed like it to man- 


agement, 


In fact, the National Gallery workers earned this cov- 
erage by mounting a shrewd, well-planned strike. Despite 
being neophyte militants, they largely devised their own 
strategy and ran their own show. It helped that cultural work- 
ers are by nature creative. The strike was planned and 
mounted as carefully as any play to grace the stage of the 
National Arts Centre. 

The plot was simple. Cultural workers - atypical strik- 
ers - hit the bricks over professionalism and a decline in 
museum morale and quality. The heroes, the underdog work- 
ers, were exemplified by Jim Prowse, the mild-mannered 
and soft-spoken lighting technician who stepped in at the 
last minute as president of the striking local. The participa- 
tion rate by rank-and-file union members in all aspects of 
the strike was very high. 

Contrast this with the villain, in the shape of the Gal- 
lery’s director, who had already been portrayed by the me- 
dia as an out-of-touch autocrat given to bringing his dogs to 
work and disappearing on global junkets. The villain image 
was reinforced by the launch of million-dollar lawsuits 
against certain strikers within days of the start of the walk- 
out. Also, management accusations of police incompetence 
in not “controlling” strikers contrasted with televised im- 
ages of workers singing, dancing and holding poetry read- 
ings on the picket line. 

There were creative, colourful scenes and backdrops. 
The skillful use of imagery and tactics - from a “Miss Man- 
agement” beauty contest to having the “Director” appear 
dressed as Louis XIV - captured the media’s imagination 
and guaranteed the all-important photo-op. The inspired de- 
cision to decorate the picket line with red-painted shoes came 
to stand for the strike itself, symbolizing solidarity, artistry 
and good humour. The Gallery plaza will never be the same. 

There was an appreciative gallery. Allies were found 
elsewhere in the cultural community, resulting in consider- 
able pressure against the volunteer gallery board and the 
refusal of several artists to allow planned Gallery exhibits 
of their works. 

The mainstream media will never be in labour’s pocket. 
But neither should management be allowed to dictate the 
public terms of labour disputes. These are the instructive 
lessons from the National Gallery. strike. They should not 
be lost on the broader union movement. 


Ed Cashman is president of the National Component of the 
Public Service Alliance of Canada. 
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Ottawa's Plan “A” in Full Swing in Quebec 


by J. F. Conway 


R evelations that Ottawa spent 84 percent of federal funds 
] or cultural events in 2000-2001 ($19.2 of 22.9 mil- 
lion) in Quebec has provoked anger among western 
Liberal, Alliance and Bloc Members of Parliament. (In 1999- 
2000, 77 percent of cultural funds were spent in Quebec). 
Canadian Alliance MP Peter Goldring called it “a slush fund 
for political purposes.” Manitoba Liberal MP John Harvard 
complained that the West “shouldn’t have to live with these 
kind of disparities.” And Bloc MP 
Christiane Gagnon noted that Ot- 
tawa’s objective was “to get 
Quebeckers to identify them- 
selves ... as Canadians and not as 
Quebeckers.” The Bloc and the 
Alliance MPs were close to the 
mark. All these figures tell us is 
that Ottawa’s Plan A vis a vis 
Quebec, announced in 1996 in the 
wake of the close sovereignty ref- 
erendum, continues relentlessly. 
Back in 1996, after the near 
win of the Yes forces, Ottawa an- 
nounced its two-pronged strategy 
to undermine the sovereignty movement in Quebec. Plan B 
was the hard line, the stick, and that has continued unabated 
with refusals to negotiate, a Supreme Court challenge, the 
Clarity Act, threats about partition and border changes to a 
sovereign Quebec, declarations that 50 percent plus one will 
not be enough to move to sovereignty, and so on. Plan A 
was the soft line, the carrot, and included increasing sup- 
port for economic growth in Quebec (the Bombardier loan, 
for example), more direct federal spending in Quebec, par- 
ticularly in areas of provincial jurisdiction (the millennium 
scholarship fund, for example), and an ongoing propaganda 
campaign to carry the good news about federalism. Back in 
1996 the propaganda campaign was inaugurated with a $43 
million price tag, $23 million of which was earmarked for 
free Canadian flags. 

The sponsorship of cultural events combines a highly 
visible propaganda effort with an annoying intrusion into 
an area of provincial jurisdiction, an area that is particularly 
sensitive in Quebec. When Ottawa donates money to the 
Quebec Winter Carnival, Montreal’s Grand Prix, the 
Francophonie Games, or any of the 198 Quebec events sup- 
ported by Ottawa in 2000-2001, the Canadian flag is raised, 
propaganda is distributed, and the positive impacts are im- 
mediate because the events touch hundreds of thousands of 
Quebeckers who attend such “politically neutral” events. 
Thus is the benign and pleasant face of federalism presented 


throughout Quebec. 


Does it work? The effects appear to be marginal in terms 
of a significant shift in public opinion, but such activities 
annoy the sovereigntists. It was the extensive showing of 
the Canadian flag at such events that provoked Premier 
Landry’s “red rag” comment with reference to the Cana- 
dian flag, a remark he instantly regretted. Plan A efforts do 
not appear to have reduced support for sovereignty. In 1995, 
sovereigntists won 49.4 percent for the Yes. In July 1996, 
after the hard line campaign com- 
menced, sovereignty support in the 
polls rose to 53 percent, and has 
been tracking down, with spikes, 
ever since. An April 2001 Leger 
poll found 45.7 percent for the Yes. 
In June 2001, a SOM poll found 
42.2 percent for the Yes. It appears, 
then, that Plans A and B have done 
little to undermine core support for 
sovereignty, which remains at its 
bedrock, fluctuating between 40 
and 45 percent. 

What we don’t know is where the 
numbers would be in the absence 
of Ottawa’s Plans A and B. Federalists will argue that the 
two-pronged strategy is working marvelously since support 
for sovereignty remains mired in the low forties, suggest- 
ing that another sovereignty referendum, though it might 
still be close, will fail. The annoyance of the sovereigntists 
at the federalist intrusions suggests the propaganda cam- 
paign is working to the extent that sovereigntist forces re- 
main always on the defensive, confronting federalist provo- 
cation and largesse. 

What we have in Quebec, therefore, is a stalemate - an 
expensive stalemate requiring that Ottawa continue to spend 
large amounts each year to keep the sovereigntists off bal- 
ance and to keep the lid on support for sovereignty among 
the population. Meanwhile, Quebec’s favourable financial 
treatment continues to provoke other regions due to the bla- 
tant unfairness of it all. And though a stalemate, it is an 
unstable stalemate because support for sovereignty in Que- 
bec remains high though contained. More, it is the same old 
negative and sterile impasse that has dominated Canadian 
national politics for over 30 years, an impasse that can ulti- 
mately only be resolved by an effective constitutional ac- 
commodation of the Quebec sovereignty movement. 


John Conway is a University of Regina political sociolo- 
gist, a Trustee on the Regina Public School Board, and the 
author of Debts to Pay: A Fresh Approach to the Quebec 
Question published by Lorimer. 
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by Asad Ismi 


R arely has Western savagery been more destruc- 
D Se than in the Congo. After 115 years of Bel- 

gian colonialism and American neo-colonialism, 
the Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC) today is a 
war-ravaged, balkanized country where an incredible 2.5 
million people have died during the last two and a half years 
and 2.3 million have been displaced. OXFAM called this 
“the world’s biggest humanitarian disaster.” The catastrophic 
war which began in August 1998 has been imposed on the 
long-suffering Congolese by U.S.A. proxies Rwanda and 
Uganda, which have occupied the eastern half of the Congo 
and are plundering and looting it with most of the proceeds 
going to the West. 


King Leopold and the CIA 

Genocide and plunder have been Western policy to- 
wards the mineral-rich Congo since the Berlin Conference 
of 1885 when European nations divided Africa between 
them, and King Leopold II of Belgium got the Congo as his 
personal property. Ten million Congolese were killed un- 
der Belgian rule which lasted until 1960. The Congo’s popu- 
lation was cut in half. Belgian domination was marked by 
slavery, forced labour and torture aimed at extracting the 
maximum amount of ivory and rubber from the Central 
African country. The people of the Congo “probably suf- 
fered more than any other colonized group.” Their hands 
were cut off for not working hard enough and on one day 
1,000 severed hands were delivered in baskets to an offi- 
cial. Women were kidnapped to force their husbands to col- 
lect rubber sap and Congolese were shot for sport. Such 
atrocities were documented by George Washington 
Williams, an African-American visiting the Congo, who 
invented the term “crimes against humanity” to describe 

them. 
The U.S.A. took over the Congo from Belgium in 1960- 
61 in a bloody coup after the CIA arranged the murder of 
Patrice Lumumba, the country’s first elected leader. In his 
place the Agency installed its paid agent Colonel Mobutu 


Leopold, for another’ kG years. The U. S.A. consid red the 
socialist Lumumba) ta bé- _pro- -S6 Wiet-and~ residen Eisen- 
hower himself approved) this as§assinatio 


Until his ouster in 1997, Mobutu was/Africa’s most 
brutal and corrupt rùler Who: mhSsaored ed aid tortured thou- 
sands of people, and plundered! fis country with U.S.A. 
backing. From 1965 to, 1991 (Zaire (as Mobutu named the 
Congo) got more than Sigs" billion it_U,S.A. economic and 
military aid. In return, American, ymultinational corporations 
increased their share of Zairé’s abundant minerals. Wash- 
ington justified its hold on the Congo with the pretext of 
anti-Communism but its real interests were strategic and 
economic. The Congo borders nine African states. and in 
terms of mineral wealth it is the richest country in Africa 
holding the world’s biggest copper, cobalt and cadmium 
deposits. The Congo contains 80 percent of the world’s co- 
balt (essential for jet aviation, defense and other high-tech 
production), 10 percent of its copper, and one-third of its 
diamonds in addition to possessing considerable reserves 
of gold, uranium and manganese. Other resources include 
coltan (used in cell phones, jet engines and fibre optics), 
timber, oil, coffee, tin, zinc and palm oil. Former U.S.A. 
President George Bush, who was Mobutu’s friend for 20 
years, has interests in mining companies in the Congo. In 
addition to getting a share of Congolese wealth, the U.S.A. 
used the country as a base to attack the left-wing MPLA 
government in Angola after it took power in 1975. 

According to the World Bank, ( a long-time supporter 
of Mobutu’s), 64.7 percent of Zaire’s budget was reserved 
for Mobutu’s “discretionary spending” in 1992. Official 
Zairian figures put the number at 95 percent. Such astound- 
ing pillage made Mobutu (according to himself) one of the 
three richest men in the world, while impoverishing Zairians 
and destroying the country’s infrastructure. One-third of 
Zaire’s citizens died from malnutrition under Mobutu 
with “countless others” suffering permanent brain dam- 
age in youth. 
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A Balkanized Congo 
Mobutu’s unlimited greed 
was his undoing. As long as he 
shared the looting with U.S.A., 
Belgian, French, British, Dutch 
and other Western corporations 
which dominated the Zairian 
economy, the Americans sup- 
ported him. But, as one observer 
put it, “when he kept too much 
for himself - and became an em- 
barrassment - the U.S.A. was 
ready to see him overthrown.” 
In October 1996, the Rwandan 
army along with Ugandan 
troops invaded Zaire and by 
May 1997 had taken over the 
country and forced Mobutu to 
flee. To give the invasion the 
cover of a local rebellion, the 
Tutsi Rwandan forces called themselves the Alliance of 
Democratic Forces for the Liberation of Congo-Zaire 
(ADFL) and recruited Laurent Kabila, an exiled Congo- 
lese Marxist opponent of Mobutu’s, as a figurehead leader. 
As the Wall Street Journal put it, “Many Africans [con- 
cluded that] the Zairian rebellion was the brainchild of 
Washington from the very start.” Rwanda and Uganda are 
the U.S.A.’s “staunchest allies in the region.” Paul Kagame, 
the Rwandan leader, was trained at the U.S.A. Army Com- 
mand and General Staff College at Fort Leavenworth, Kan- 
sas. American Special Forces had been training the 
Rwandan army since 1994 in counterinsurgency, combat 
and psychological operations. This included instructions 
about fighting in Zaire. Rwandan soldiers were also trained 
at Fort Bragg, North Carolina (U.S.A.), in July-August 1996 
(just before the invasion), in land navigation, rifle marks- 
manship, patrolling and small-unit leadership. 
Once the Rwandans had installed Kabila in power, 
his relations with them quickly deteriorated. In July 1998, 
Kabila expelled Rwandan and Ugandan forces from the 
Congo. He cited as his reasons a failed assassination at- 
tempt against him and the Rwandan army’s killings of Hutu 
refugees. On August 2, Rwanda and Uganda invaded the 
Congo and occupied its eastern half where they remain 
today having set up surrogate “rebel” armies called Con- 
golese Rally for Democracy (RCD-Goma-created by 
Rwanda) and Movement for the Liberation of the Congo 
(MLC-created by Uganda). Angola, Zimbabwe and Na- 
mibia sent their armies to support Kabila and Burundi joined 
the Rwandans and Ugandans. Thus began “Africa’s First 
World War” involving seven armies, which has killed 2.5 
million people and further devastated a country crushed 
by more than a century of Western domination. 
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This domination is being continued through Wash- 
ington’s use of Rwanda and Uganda to partition the Congo 
and loot its resources. At the start of hostilities, the U.S.A. 
reacted with “a remarkable silence.” When a statement was 
issued it explained that the invasion was intended to coun- 
ter genocide and blamed the Congolese government for 
failing to deal with border security. 

On January 17, 2001, Laurent Kabila himself was as- 
sassinated on the same day that Lumumba had been, 40 
years ago. Joseph Kabila, Laurent’s son, took over as presi- 
dent. Thus the U.S.A. has ensured continued Western domi- 
nance of the Congo by destroying the country itself as it 
existed when Mobutu was overthrown. Just as in the Ber- 
lin Conference of 1885, the West is again redrawing the 
Congo’s boundaries and this process is once more accom- 
panied by plunder and large-scale killing. 


Armies of Business 

According to a U.N. report released in April 2001, 
Rwanda and Uganda are looting and plundering the re- 
sources of the eastern Congo, which contains most of the 
country’s minerals, and illegally exporting them to the 
West. The report, titled “Report of the Panel of Experts on 
the Illegal Exploitation of Natural Resources and Other 
Forms of Wealth of the Democratic Republic of the Congo,” 
details ““mass-scale looting” and extraction carried out by 
Rwanda, Uganda and Burundi in the occupied zones be- 
tween September 1998 and August 1999. 

During this time, the eastern Congo was “drained of 
existing stockpiles, including minerals, agricultural and 
forest products and livestock.” Rwandan, Ugandan and 
Burundian soldiers visited banks, factories, farms and stor- 
age facilities to remove their contents and load them into 
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vehicles. Diamond exports from 
Rwanda and Uganda to the West 
have surged since 1998 yet nei- 
ther country has any diamond 
mines. Significantly, the U.N. re- 
port points out that the illegal ex- 
ploitation of the eastern Congo 
has been abetted by Western com- 
panies, governments, multilateral 
institutions and diplomats. 

Western governments re- 
warded Rwanda for invading the 
Congo by doubling aid to the 
country from $26.1 million in 
1997 to $51.5 million in 1999. 
The U.S.A., Britain, Denmark and 
Germany were the bilateral do- 
nors. Rwanda could thus spend 
more money on the war. Rewards 
have been promoted for Rwanda and Uganda by the World 
Bank too, which has praised the latter’s economic per- 
formance following its Congolese diamond and gold ex- 
ports. The Bank has pushed the case of both countries for 
the Highly Indebted Poor Countries initiative (a new debt 
relief program) and dismissed the fact that Uganda’s im- 
proved economic statistics stem from its illegal exploita- 
tion of the Congo. 

The U.N. report also lists 35 companies illegally im- 
porting minerals from the eastern Congo through Rwanda 
but does not give the national origin of these companies. 
Instead, the report specifies the destination of the mate- 
rial. Twenty-six of the companies’ destinations are in the 
West. 

Along with plundering the eastern Congo, Rwanda 
and Uganda have committed “devastating human rights 
abuses” according to Human Rights Watch (HRW). The 
Rwandan army and RCD Goma “have regularly slaugh- 
tered civilians in massacres and extrajudicial executions” 
as well as tortured and raped villagers. 


Canadian Companies 

Also benefitting from the war are 10 Canadian min- 
ing companies with investments in the Congo. These are: 
Barrick Gold, American Mineral Fields (AMF), Tenke 
Mining, Banro Resource, Consolidated Trillion, First 
Quantum Minerals, International Panorama Resource, 
Melkior Resources, Samax Gold and Starpoint Goldfields. 
These companies have been awarded valuable concessions 
in mining copper, cobalt, gold, platinum and zinc depos- 
its. Even before Laurent Kabila came to power he had 
signed deals with AMF and Tenke Mining. 

According to the “Christian Science Monitor,” 
Laurent Kabila “adopted a circle of Canadian advisers.” 


Part of this “Congo inner circle” was Joe Clark, leader of 
the Progressive Conservative Party and former Canadian 
Prime Minister and Foreign Minister. In the mid 1990s, 
Clark became First Quantum Mineral’s special adviser on 
Africa. He stated: “The government of Congo knows that 
if it’s going to make progress quickly in terms of using 
assets that create jobs, mining is more likely to do it than 
other sectors.” 


Heart of Darkness 

The destruction of the Congo says much more about 
the West than it does about the Central African country. It 
reveals most clearly that the West is largely a criminal en- 
terprise, the prosperity of which is based on the genocide 
of Third World people and the theft of their resources. 
The Congo is perhaps the worst example of this but the 
West has followed the same policy in Asia, Africa and 
Latin America for centuries. In this sense, Western coun- 
tries can be seen as a murderous mafia led by their godfa- 
ther the United States government for which no amount 
of blood and wealth is enough. Today, the perpetrators of 
the Rwandan genocide are being tried in Tanzania. It is 
time to try those responsible in the U.S.A. and Belgium as 
well for more than a century of genocide and plunder in 
the Congo. And that will just be the beginning of dealing 
with the West’s horrendous crimes against humanity. 

This article is dedicated to Patrice Lumumba. The 
full version can be found in the October 2001 issue of the 
CCPA Monitor. 


Asad Ismi is author of Profiting from Repression: 
Canadian Investment in and Trade with Colombia, An 
Americas Update Report, November 2000 (http:// 
groups.yahoo.com/group/ColombiaUpdate/files/). 
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Killing Hope: 

U.S. Military and CIA Interventions Since World War II 
by William Blum 

published by Black Rose Books 

C.P. 1258, Succ. Place du Parc 

Montreal, QC, 1998. 


reviewed by Debra Brin 

This is the book to find if you are interested in taking 
an in-depth look at the tactics and effects of American glo- 
bal interventions since 1945 - not that that’s when it started. 
An appendix lists over 100 instances of the use of the United 
States Armed Forces in other countries since 1798. 

This chronology of events is well researched and laced 
with chilling quotes from these “freedom fighters” and their 
leaders. On close examination, not one intervention has 
brought greater freedom or better conditions for the peo- 
ples of the countries affected. 

In his introduction, Blum asks, “What if all the nice, 
clean-cut, wholesome American boys who dropped an in- 
finite tonnage of bombs, on a dozen different countries, on 
people they knew nothing about - characters in a video 
game - had to come down to earth and look upon and smell 
the burning flesh? Our leaders understand how this works. 
They make it a point to keep our American eyes away from 
our foreign victims as much as possible, even on televi- 
sion.” This separation of normally sensitive people from 
reality has allowed the creation of “America’s evil twin.” 

He also asks, and then presents a book to confirm our 
doubts, “Will this [New World Order] mean any better life 
for the multitudes than the cold war brought? Any more 
regard for the common folk than there’s been since they 
fell off the cosmic agenda centuries ago? ‘By all means,’ 
says Capital, offering another warmed-up version of the 
‘trickle down’ theory, the principle that the poor, who must 
subsist on table scraps dropped by the rich, can best be 
served by giving the rich bigger meals. The boys of Capi- 

tal, they also chortle in their martinis about the death of 
socialism. The word has been banned from polite conver- 
sation. And they hope that no one will notice that every 
socialist experiment of any significance in the twentieth 
century - without exception - has either been crushed, over- 
thrown, or invaded, or corrupted, perverted, subverted, or 
destabilized, or otherwise had life made impossible for it, 
by the United States. Not one socialist government or move- 
ment was permitted to rise or fall solely on its own merits; 
not one was left secure enough to drop its guard against 
the all-powerful enemy abroad and freely relax control at 


home.” 
This book will expand your definition of the word 


“terrorism.” 
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Culturejam 

Planet 360 documentary 

produced by Lynn Booth and Jill Sharpe 
VisionTV 

airs Nov. 14 at 10 p.m. (ET) 

and Nov. 20 at 1 p.m. (ET) 


reviewed by Debra Brin 

Have you been branded? Chances are good that you can recog- 
nize scores of corporate logos and that you also react subconsciously 
to them when you are shopping. Big bucks are spent by corporations 
on our psychological manipulation. Does your child stop whatever 
she’s doing to run to the TV when she hears a McAd? Do you know 
who treats you right? Or what things go better with? We are con- 
stantly bombarded with these images everywhere we look - maga- 
zines, newspapers, mail-box, TV, radio, bus stops, internet, billboards, 
balloons, pens, fridge magnets... there are even ads in the cubicles of 
public washrooms. 

This film examines the activities of three people with a compel- 
ling desire to fight back against this programming of our minds. Jack 
Napier has been on the scene for years and was a founding member of 
San Francisco’s Billboard Liberation Front which does creative touch- 
ups to outdoor advertizing. Disney stores and Starbucks shops get 
visits from the anti-comsumerist gospel preacher Reverend Billy of 
the Church of Stop Shopping. Subway ads are what annoys Carly 
Stasko. She uses her time riding to study the messages and later cre- 
ates peel and stick messages to dress them up on her next trip. 

This hour-long film will entertain and perhaps even inspire! 


525-9147 
13th & Robinson 


Fresh COD, Live LOBSTER, Fresh 
SOLE, Atlantic SCALLOPS, Fresh 
SALMON, Jumbo SHRIMPS, Fresh 
PICKEREL, King CRAB Legs, Fresh 
WHITEFISH, HALIBUT Steaks, Smoked 
SALMON, Salt or Pickeled HERRING, 
Rainbow TROUT, Smoked GOLDEYE, 


Red SNAPPER, & MUCH MORE! 
DROP IN SOON! 
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IBM and The Holocaust: 

The Strategic Alliance between 
Nazi Germany and America’s 
Most Powerful Corporation 

by Edwin Black 

Crown Publishers, 

New York, 2001. 


reviewed by Gary Schoenfeldt 

If history can be said to be both a 
lesson and a warning, Edwin Black’s, 
explosive book, JBM and The Holo- 
caust, offers both, plus a sermon or 
two. The Public Relations industry was 
invented to handle a challenge like 
this. Released early in 2001, the title 
practically screams, “So sue me!” and 
sets the stage for an unprecedented 
exposé on the workings of interna- 
tional capital. 

The son of Holocaust survivors, 
Edwin Black claims that a trip to the 
Holocaust Museum in Washington 
DC set him on a path of discovery. 
Black and a team of over 100 
researchers subsequently compiled a 
virtual mountain of archival evidence 
and set the stage for the unraveling of 
“one of the last great mysteries of 
Germany’s war against the Jews,” - 
how Hitler got the names and 
addresses of his victims. 

Black certainly picks his target as 
he takes direct aim at a formidable 
icon, International Business Ma- 
chines. IBM, the brand known in 
every corner of the Earth as a symbol 
of American Capital, has, according 
to Black, much to answer for. 
According to Edwin Black, Hitler’s 
Third Reich employed custom - 
designed electronic equipment and 
programming solutions to correlate 
census data, baptismal and marriage 
records with genealogical information 
gleaned from church and municipal 
records. This data, we are told, was 
processed and used to identify and 
track down the Jews of Europe. At the 
dawn of the Information Age, IBM 
constructed devices knownas Hollerith 


card readers to exacting specifications 
and then leased them to businesses 
and governments all over the world, 
including it seems, Hitler’s Germany. 

Taking direct aim at IBM’s 
legendary CEO Thomas J. Watson, 
Black tells how he directed from his 
New York offices, agents of a far- 
flung corporate empire. By offering 
custom-built hardware and program- 
ming to governments, IBM did then 
what it does now: facilitated the 
cataloguing of objects, property, 
livestock and people. Who could have 
known these solutions would make 
possible the monstrous reality of 
human beings by the millions being 
selected for extermination? Black 
makes the astounding assertion that 
one corporation, had to have known. 

The enormity of the allegation 
itselfis unprecedented in the annals of 
capitalism. The day after the book was 
released in February 2001, lawyers 
representing Holocaust survivors and 
their families launched a multi- 
million dollar class action suit against 
IBM. Communiqués from 
IBM’s New York offices 
immediately denied it ever 
knowingly helped the cause of 
the Third Reich. Black says 
that an entire dossier compiled 
and checked by an interna- 
tional team of investigators 
backs every sentence in his 
book. 

In IBM and The Holocaust 
is a reproduction of a 1934 
poster from IBM’s German 
subsidiary Dehomag which 
shows a huge eye in the sky 
surveying a city scape with an 
IBM punch card hovering in 
the background dwarfing the 
buildings. The caption reads 
“See everything with Hollerith 
punch cards.” Each chapter is 
prefaced with an image of an 
actual IBM punch card em- 
bossed with the Nazi eagle and 
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swastika, like the millions used in 
every train station, Nazi police 
station, government office, the 22,000 
square foot fortified underground data 
centre in Berlin and every extermina- 
tion centre from Auschwitz to 
Dachau. These punch cards were, 
according to Black, only available 
through IBM New York. 

The lives of Herman Hollerith, 
Thomas J. Watson and many other 
IBM executives have been examined 
in such a way as to shake the 
corporation to its very foundations. 
Were these men involved in the 
extermination of six million Jews and 
many millions of other enemies of the 
German State during the Nazi era? If 
not, then Edwin Black would want a 
very good lawyer. In any case, I have 
no doubt that there will be another 
examination of the evidence, which 
will make this 519-page book look 
like a footnote. 


Gary Schoenfeldt is a trade unionist 
living in Regina, Saskatchewan. 
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“We are a peaceful people.” 
- George W. Bush 
on TV, massaging the 
public psyche for the bombing 
of Afghanistan “back to 
the Stone Age.” 


Say 
What?? 


“I think this is a very hard choice, but 
the price - we think the price is worth 
it.” 


- Madeleine Albright, 

U.S.A. Secretary of State in 
response to Lesley Stahl, May 12, 
1996 on “60 Minutes.” 

The question was, “We have heard 
that a half a million children have 
died [by 1996 because of sanctions 
against Iraq]. | mean that’s more 
children than died in Hiroshima. 
And, you know, is the price worth it?” 
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MY OPINION 


George W. Bush 
Dear Mr. Bush: 


fully understand the pain of the innocent in your coun 

try and I sympathize with the mourning of your fel- 
low citizens. I have been mourning my own fellow coun- 
trymen for 28 years. 

By a twisted coincidence (divine justice?) it was 
precisely on Tuesday, September 11, 1973 that a group 
of terrorist generals bombed the presidential palace kill- 
ing the democratically elected president of Chile. Within 
a few days the terrorists had made “disappeared” 3,000 
innocent civilians, instituted a system of torture of pris- 
oners in concentration camps, jailed thousands of peo- 
ple and exiled hundreds of thousands of Chileans, cre- 
ating the largest break-up of families in Chilean history. 

Chileans knew all along that the funding, guidance 
and supplies to perpetrate such crime had come from 
abroad - not from the Middle East, but from Washing- 
ton, D.C. 


“We have met the enemy 


and he is us” 
Pogo (Walt Kelly) 


Mr. Bush, your country has been at war with the 
poor men, women and children of the Third World for a 
long time. The bombing of Sudan, Tripoli (that’s the 
capital of Libya), Panama, Grenada, Iraq, Yugoslavia 
and Lebanon, the interference in the internal affairs of 
sovereign countries, the sponsoring of the assassinations 
of world leaders, the training of dictators and torturers 
in the School of the Americas at Fort Benning in Geor- 
gia, the invasion of countries and the imposition of pup- 
pet governments - these are not precisely peaceful acts. 
Your recent casualties, lamentable as they are, pale in 
comparison to the crimes that your government has com- 
mitted against humanity. 


An Open Letter to 


You see Mr. Bush (I hesitate to call you Mr. Presi- 
dent for moral and mathematical reasons), your country 
faces the dilemma of the pachyderm (it means elephant) 
and the flea. The elephant is big, slow and with many 
folds in the skin. The flea is small and jumps every- 
where. One flea will never kill the elephant, but many 
fleas will make the elephant’s life very uncomfortable. 
The worst thing that the elephant can do to eliminate 
the nuisance is to use a cannon against it - that would be 
called suicide or plain stupid. Instead, the elephant 
should try to find out why the fleas attack him, address 
the roots of the plague and achieve a modus vivendi (it 
means a living arrangement) with the pest. 

Finally, I congratulate you for pledging to hunt down 
your former collaborator and ally Osama bin Laden. I 
suggest that you also consider prosecuting other terror- 
ists such as Henry Kissinger, Vernon Walters, Oliver 
North, Ignacio Negroponte, Orlando Bosch, Luis Posada 
Carriles, Ronald Reagan and your father (among oth- 
ers) for crimes against humanity, indiscriminate bomb- 
ings of civilians, supporting ethnic cleansing in Central 
America, drug trafficking, money laundering and fraud, 
airplane hijacking, harbouring terrorists’ organizations 
in the U.S.A. and abroad, to name a few criminal acts 
committed by these individuals. 


Respectfully yours, 
Carlos Flores 
(An honourary flea) 


Carlos Flores-Parra is a social activist, house painter 
by necessity, member of CUPE Local 50 by fortune and 
a socialist by conviction. 
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LIST YET?” 


It will soon be that time of year when vast herds of shoppers stampede to the crowded stores for their 
annual holiday gift buying. Soon you will be joining the consumer frenzy in the quest to find a suitable gift 
among the piles of gaudy trinkets while listening to holiday muzac with imbedded subliminal 

messages encouraging you to fill your cart. There is an alternative... 


Share Briarpatch with all your friends and relatives. It's the perfect gift! Take care of your holiday shopping 
NOW and save up to 50 percent off the cover price! The first Holiday Gift Subscription is only $20. After 


that they are only $15 each. 
Just fill in a card (inside the magazine) and mail it with your cheque. We'll send each person on your list 


Briarpatch for a whole year, along with a card letting them know you bought a subscription for them. 
They'll anticipate the arrival of your gift not once, but ten times a year! So share a good thing. Share the 


spirit of Briarpatch. 


